
DVIS Fall Luncheon and Meeting 
 

 Sunday   October 19, 2008   12:00 pm        
 

The Inn at Chester Springs 
815 North Pottstown Pike (PA 100), Exton, PA 

Located between U.S. 30 and PA Turnpike Exit 312 (Old Exit 23) 
Call the hotel at (610) 363-1100 for additional directions  

or go to their website: www.innatchestersprings.com. 

Lunch served at 12:30 pm 

 
 
 

 

Japanese Iris Convention 
by 

Vince Lewonski 

 

 

Door Prizes!  
 

A Cordial Invitation to  

New Members and Guests  

President: Ron Thoman, 1010 Wiggins Way, West Chester, PA 19380-3312  (610) 719-6081 ronancyt@comcast.net  

Vice President: Vince Lewonski, 509 South Bishop Ave., Secane, PA 19018-2903  (856) 829-1880 (day) dragonboatv@hotmail.com   

Secretary: Charlotte Shoemaker, 115 Red Rose Lane, Honey Brook, PA 19344-9426  (610) 273-2027  

Treasurer and Immediate Past President: Charles Conklin, 91 Duncan Lane, Springfield, PA 19064-1601  (610) 544-3984 cwconklin@att.net 

Delaware Valley Iris Society 
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www.dvis-ais.org 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

DVIS 2008 Fall Luncheon and Meeting 
 

Price of each meal is $17.00.  Please make check out to DVIS.  Place the first name of each attendee in front of the meal selected. 

 

 __________________________Chicken Cyclone  Chicken breast grilled, served with mushroom and cheese sauce.   

 

__________________________ Pasta Primavera 

 

Salad, dessert and beverage included with each meal.   

 

Names of those attending: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Telephone: __________________________ 

 

Return this slip and your check to Ron Thoman, 1010 Wiggins Way, West Chester, PA 19380, 

 to be received no later than October 13, 2008.  

T he Society for Japanese Irises sponsored 
“A Convention to Remember” in Kalama-

zoo, Michigan, on July 3-5, 2008.  And vice 
president Vince Lewonski was there to capture 
the moment. 

The Japanese irises conclude the iris bloom sea-
son with a crescendo of beautiful colors, pat-
terns and forms.  And attending a convention is 
a great way to see the latest hybridizers‟ offer-
ings.  When you see Vince‟s photos of these iris 
beauties, you will want to add some to your 
collection. 

We hope you can join us … even though you 
may not have come to a meeting before.  Our 
friendly members love meeting new people.    
And inclusive fellowship is assured with name 
tags and round tables.  You are certain to have 
an enjoyable time.    

A short business meeting will follow lunch.  On 
the agenda is the election of officers.  Officers 
are elected for a term of three years.  Nomina-
tions may be made from the floor. 

After the business meeting, we will visit the ori-
ent in all its charm.   But don‟t expect Vince to 
do anything with fans . 



Program Chair: Vince Lewonski  Sale Co-chairs: Charles  Conklin and Scott Laughlin  Membership Records Chair: Ron Thoman  
Open Garden Chair: Jen Cunningham   Newsletter Editor: Ron Thoman   Publicity Chair: Charles Conklin   

Membership Recruitment Chair: Nancy Thoman   New Member Welcoming Chair: Ron Thoman 
   TB Auction Co-chairs: Vince Lewonski and Gary Slagle  Beardless Auction Co-chairs: Vince Lewonski and Gary Slagle   
  Member-At-Large: Joan Wood   First-Year Introductions Chair: Gary Slagle   Potluck Co-hosts: Ron and Nancy Thoman 

   Meeting Arrangements Chair: Ron Thoman  DVC Iris Garden Project Chair: Carol Ann Moyer   
Webmasters: Carol Ann and James Moyer 
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President’s Ramblings 
Since my term as your presi-
dent ends with the fall meet-
ing, it is timely that I recog-
nize all those who make DVIS 
the special organization which 
it is. 

First, I thank the members of 
the Board, the officers and 
chairpersons, on whom I de-
pend so much.  This is the lead-
ership group that makes the 
organization work like a well 
oiled machine.  They give freely 
of their time, talent and, of-
ten, their treasury.  The Board 
meets at the beginning of the 
year to plan the yearõs activi-
ties, always looking to improve 
over the previous year.   I re-
main amazed at the creative 
ideas that come forward.  

Second, I thank  those tireless 
workers who help at the Show, 
Sale, Dig Day and other events 
and activities.  You are the òoiló 
in the machine that makes 

these events successful. 

Third, I thank all those who 
participate and support the 
DVIS events and activities.  
Without you, there would be no 
DVIS. 

This completes my third term 
as president.  My first term 
was about 35 years ago.  Nancy 
and I had four small children 
at the time.  In fact, they were 
present at my election, and 
even provided encouragement 
at the urging of the out-going 
president. 

After 13 years in Florida, 
Nancy and I returned to the 
Delaware Valley in 2000.  I 
wanted to become active again 
in DVIS, and I found myself 
elected for a 3-year term as 
president in 2002, followed by 
the current stint in 2005. 

Our children have all grown 
into wonderful adults, and 
Nancy and I have eight de-
lightful grandchildren. 

 

NOTICE 
Election of Officers 

at 
Fall Meeting 

October 19, 2008 

George Washington was a great 
president partly because he  
served only two terms.  I am no 
George Washington, but neither do 
I want to be a Franklin Roosevelt, 
who was elected to four terms.  It 
is best  for an organization to have 
changing faces in the top position. 

It has been my pleasure to serve as 
your president.  I intend to remain 
active in the DVIS.  I encourage  
all of you to do the same.  We need 
your participation.  And please sup-
port and help the incoming presi-
dent as you have me. 

Ron  
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Next year we will start send-
ing the Newsletter as an 
email attachment.  Of 
course, those who donôt 
have email capability will 
continue to receive the 
Newsletter by mail. 

Going to an  eNewsletter is 
the environmentally right 
thing to do.  And besides 
saving the cost of paper, 
printing and postage, it has 
many other advantages.  
Color and attachments can 
easily be incorporated.  We 

can follow up conveniently 
with reminders, corrections 
and new information.  You 
can also store the eNewslet-
ter on your computer for 
easy retrieval. 

For this to work, we do need 
to collect email addresses.  I 
recently sent an email re-
minder for the Potluck.  If 
you did not receive this, 
please email me your cor-
rect email address. 

Ron Thoman 
ronancyt@comcast.net  

Hosting 

Program 

for First 

Year  

Introductions 
With Gary Slagle as our chairperson, 

this is the fifth year for the Hosting 

Program for First-Year Introductions.  

The hosts grow tall bearded intro-

ductions for three years.  Then the iris 

clumps are divided, and the increases 

are sold to members at a modest price.   

The hosting program has a number 

of advantages: 

Á  It enhances and strengthens the 

Open Garden Program. 

Á  Members and judges are able to 

see more of the newer varieties 

earlier than they might other-

wise. 

Á  Judges are aided in their voting, 

particularly for HM. 

Á  It helps members to upgrade 

their gardens at a low cost when 

the increases are distributed. 

Á  As a members-only benefit, it 

acts to encourage the enlistment 

of new members and the  greater 

involvement of the current 

membership. 

There are three host gardens this 

year for the 2008 introductions.   

Jen Cunningham ordered from Fred 

Kerrôs Rainbow Gardens. She re-

ceived the following Fred Kerr intro-

ductions: ôJacobô ô08, ôRay Dale Kerrô 

ô08, ôCreative Urgeô ô08, ôOrange 

Avatarô ô08, ôBetween Dreamsô ó08, 

óNicknameô ô07, óJane Troutmanô ô07, 

ôSmoked Goudaô ó07, óKathy Chiltonô 

ó06 and ôKisses Like Wineô ô06. 

Gary Slagle ordered from Joe Ghioôs 

Bay View Gardens.  He received the 

following Joe Ghio introductions: 

ôRed Handedô ô08, óPsychic Readerô 

ô08, óPianoforteô ô08, óMagicalô ô08, 

ôPep Rallyô ô08, ôComfortableô ô07 

and ôNew Day Dawningô ô04.  

 Jim Moyer ordered  the following 

Paul Black introductions from Mid-

America Garden: óCat Callô ó08, 

óMagic Masqueradeô ó08, óNew Faceô 

ó08.  His order has not yet been re-

ceived; however, MidïAmerica Gar-

den is always generous in providing 

extras. 

Sixteen newer introductions, which 

were received as extras with the Tall 

Bearded Auction order, are being in-

cluded in the Hosting Program.  Gary 

Slagle is growing these and all are  

Mid-America Garden introductions. 

The following are 2008 introductions 

of Tom Johnson: ôBaltic Seaô, 

ôBrilliant Disguiseô, ôFlash of Lightô 

and ôScatterbrainô.  The following are  

2008 introductions from Paul Black: 

óCloudscapeô,  óFor Lovers Onlyô, 

óLoopy Looô, óMay Debutô and óLady 

of the Nightô (BB).  In addition, the 

following are included: óCimarron 

Trailô Black ó05, óHappy Hugsô Black 

ó07, óHeart of Glassô T. Johnson ó07, 

óImposterô T. Johnson ó06, óKissed at 

Dawnô T. Johnson ó07, ôSuper Modelô 

T. Johnson ô07 and óOriginal Castô T. 

Johnson ó07. 

This next spring, you are all invited 

to see these new irises  growing in the 

host gardens as part of the Open Gar-

den Program.  We now have nine host 

gardens for you to visit with 2008, 

2007 or 2006 introductions. We are 

grateful to our hosts for all their ef-

forts and expenses in growing these 

irises for the DVIS membership. 

The 2006 hosts will be digging and 

dividing their clumps next year.  The 

sale of the increases to the member-

ship is increasing in popularity each 

year.  Photos of most of the host irises 

are on the DVIS website www.dvis-

ais.org.  A picture is truly worth a 

thousand words.  You are encouraged 

to take advantage of this wonderful 

opportunity to add the ñgreatest and 

latestò to your garden without break-

ing the bank.   

Volunteers Needed  
Starting in 2009  

 -Potluck Host-  

 -Meeting Arrangements Chair-  

Contact Ron Thoman for more infor-

mation or to offer your help.  Other po-

sitions are also available. 

ronancyt@comcast.net   

(610) 719-6081 

The eNewsletter is coming  
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By Ron Thoman 

Garden judging is one part obser-

vation and one part opinion.   

Observation is the more concrete 

part, but it must be keen observa-

tion.  We compare the iris variety 

to the require-

ments of the 

Judgesõ Hand-

book.  We ob-

serve the vari-

ety in various 

gardens, in 

c o n s e c u t i v e 

years and in good and bad 

weather.  We also observe and 

compare it to other varieties.  This 

allows us to evaluate distinctive-

ness or how the variety performs 

in relation  to others under the 

same conditions.  

Opinion or judgment is the sub-

jective part.  And well meaning 

judges very well may disagree 

with one another.  There is a say-

ing, òBeauty is in the eye of the 

beholderó.  However, it should be 

an educated opinion.  For example 

we can learn to look for balance 

and symmetry.  

And a judge 

should always 

eliminate any per-

sonal bias.  Does 

an iris variety with 

an olive -brown 

flower have a color that is muddy 

and drab or one with special gar-

den appeal?  As an informed 

judge, you make the call.  

 

We need more good AIS judges.  If 

you are interested in starting 

judgesõ training, let me know. 

JUDGESõ CORNER 

The Two ôOõs in Garden Judging: Observation and Opinion 

 

IB WINS DYKES 
Marky Smith‟s intermediate 

bearded „Starwoman‟  wins 
the 2008 Dykes Memorial 

Award.  The two runner-

ups are tall bearded.  Rick 
Tasco‟s „Golden Panther‟ is 

the first runner-up.  Joe 
Ghio‟s „Starring‟ is the sec-

ond runner-up. 

Invite a friend 
to join DVIS 

Youôve done a good job 
in being the iris version 
of Johnny Appleseed.  
You have spread the 
joy of irises by giving 
your increases to 
friends, family and 
neighbors. 

All were delighted to 
receive the freebies.  A 
few recipients  have 
that extra spark of ex-
citement for irises.  
Please do these the 
favor of inviting them to 
join DVIS.  It is good to 
share an interest with 
others. 

Membership enrollment 
forms are on our web-
site www.dvis-ais.org. 

Need a speaker 
for your club?  

We have some great 
speakers who have pro-

grams on a variety of 
iris topics.  See  

 Speakers Bureau at 
www.dvis -ais.org.  

Who We Are 
DVIS currently has 

152 members: 35 are 

DVIS-only (local) 

members;  117 are 

also members of AIS.  

DVIS membership is 

free to AIS members.  

Any AIS member may 

opt in or out of DVIS 

membership. 

84 members have 

joined since 2002.  

That is a whopping 

55% of the total.  We 

are encouraged that 

we have so many 

newer members.  If 

you are one of these 

members, you are in 

the majority! 

DIGITAL PHOTOS  

Get Those Colors Right  
Have you ever been at 
an iris program where 
this gorgeous new iris is 
projected on the screen, 
but its color is suspect? 

It is a true vivid blue in 
color.  You hear the 
oohs and ahs.  Could it 
be that the hybridizer 
has made a great color 
breakthrough?  Ladies 
and gentlemen, I am 
here to tell you there is 
no true vivid blue in 
irises  ɂ not today any-
way. 

You owe it to your audi-
ence to get the colors 
correct.  Digital (and 
film) cameras do some 
strange things with col-
ors at times. 

Digital images have the 
advantage, however, of 
being able to correct the 
color with Photoshop or 
similar software. 

Give it a try.  I will go 
with your memory and 
color retention of the 
color any day. 

Articles 
needed  
Please consider 
submitting an article for 
the Newsletter.  Here are 
some ideas: 

Á Interesting websites 
on irises. 

Á How I got into irises. 
Á A funny story regard-

ing irises. 
Á Companion plants I 

like. 

We need your help for a 
lively. Interesting News-
letter. 

In Appreciation 

Those beautiful iris-

embroidered towels 

given to the workers 

at the Sale were the  

creative gift of Mary 

Lou Gonzalez. 


