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AN EYE ON IRIS

Iris foliage is growing so quickly all
of a sudden. So foo, are our member-
ship and the number of open gardens
available to members. Welcome to all
“newbies”. Our only request is that
you enjoy yourself and spread the
enthusiasm for our favorite flower.

T must publicly hold the banner of

spring meeting. Understanding the
origins of the rainbow flower gives a
true understanding of today's hy-
brids. If you ever doubted the im-
portance the historics, Bob rekindled
a desire for keeping them alive and
well. Check out the Morris Arbore-
tum's educational programs on its
website, and visit Bob's cottage gar-
den, one of our open gardens.

yourself ready for touring gardens,
learning about displaying irises at
shows, seeing a show, photographing
irises, purchasing and planting new
rhizomes and, of course, enjoying
friends and having fun at auctions,
digs, and a gourmet potluck meal . . .
all in 2009. Bring a friend along, too.
WARNING: The love of iris is infec-
tious.

"Thanks" to Bob Gutowski for a great Many adventurous activities will be Carol Ann
presentation about historics at our underway before you know it. Get
Iris Show at New Location: IRIS SHOW

Jenkins Arboretum’s New Education Center

The iris show will be held Saturday,
May 23, 2009, at Jenkins Arboretum
in its brand new Education Center.
This is a new location for the show,
but it is where we normally have had
our sale. This year we also have a
new show chair: Vince Lewonski.
Show details are given in the adja-
cent box.

A successful show depends on those
who bring entries. We encourage
each of you to participate even if it
may be your very first time. There
will be those at the show to steer you
in the right direction. You do not
need to be a member to exhibit; so
tell your friends.

A good place to start to learn how to
enter a winning specimen is by read-
ing Vince Lewonski's "Selecting and
Preparing Iris Stalks for the Show"
available at www.dvis-ais.org.

Moreover, Gary Slagle will give a
lesson on selecting and preparing an
iris stalk for the show. This will be
held in his garden on May 20, 2009.
(See article on page 3.)

New this year, you are asked to bring

your own wine bottles (green glass,
remove all labels and fill with water)
for your iris specimens. This will ex-
pedite setup and cleanup. If you
don't drink wine and your friend is
not accommodating, no problem, we
will have a number of bottles for your
convenience.

For the third year, there will be an
artistic division. Cynthia La Para
chairs this division. We would like an
increase in arrangements over previ-
ous years. Won't you give it a try?

If you would like a show schedule,
download it from the DVIS website
www.dvis-ais.org or contact Vince.

The show is open for viewing by
both members and the public from
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. There is no
admission fee to either the show or
into the arboretum. As extra incen-
tive, a coupon will be available to all
show attendees for a free iris at the
sale in July .

Whether or not you take a direct part
in the show, please come and enjoy
its beauty. And encourage your fam-
ily, friends and neighbors to attend.

Saturday May 23, 2009

Jenkins Arboretum

In the New Education Center
631 Berwyn-Baptist Rd., Devon, PA
Directions:

www.JenkinsArboretum.org
or call (610) 647-8870

Schedule

Entries 7:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
Placement 9:30 a.m.
Judging 10:00 a.m.

Open to Public 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Pickup Entries 4:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Cleanup 4:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Show Chairperson

Vince Lewonski
Vince @dvis-ais.org or (484) 682-5900
(856) 829-1880 (weekday)

No Admission Fee

Exhibiters: Bring Your Wine Bottles
(Water Filled, Green Glass, No Labels)

Workers: Bring a Bag Lunch
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Warp Speed in Learning Good Iris Photography
or Judging the AIS Photo Contest

By Carol Ann Moyer

In Part 1 of this article, | related the
taxing adventure of being an AIS
photo contest judge. And | do hope

you took a good look at those win- 3.
ning photos in the January AIS Bulle-

tin.

Now, to the important stuff that | am
going to share with you, even if it will
diminish my ability to be first at the
finish line in future years. After all,
competition makes life exciting! 4.
Ready, Set, Go. ..

When youdbre out i n
you think you want to snap that im-

age looking so
good to you, do

look through the
viewfinder and 5.
move around as if
youbdbre a s
boat looking for
land through a tele-
scope. All looks differently when
vi ewed t hrough t h
That AfKodak moment o
when viewed this way. Keep this
view in mind as | direct you on how to

click the best image.

ai

This information is aimed mostly at
the mechanics of photography and
not at the artistic expression. Crea-
tive personal vision is the fun part!

From my observations as a judge,
here is a ten-point guide for award
winning photos: 8

1. Make sure that the entire bloom
is seen. Accidentally cutting off a
sliver of the petal is distracting to
the viewer.

2. The first impression of the whole
view is so important, not just the
bloom. The orange bloom seen 9.
against a rusty orange brick
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background is just awful, while
an orange iris against dark green
foliage or a pale cream building,
stands out beautifully.

Focal-point objects should be in
balance with the bloom. A huge
object Wi
teresting. Pretend the item is part
of a flower arrangement and bal-
ance it with the size of the bloom
seen through the viewfinder.

Make sure your eye moves
around the interesting view.
Lqok for a diagonal, triangular,
Gifkdar of hdiH reaBpeafﬁﬁa EZt—
tern. All you need to do is move
the angle of the camera or move
your feet to get a different view.

Focus clearly! This seems so
obvious, but in truth it is what
Mmakes a quality ghoto. Take sev-
eral exposures of the same view.
Digital cameras make this easy
and inexpensive.

SeRid8 Svheth&r %/ou \‘l?/a\ﬁtea! por-
trait or¥a" datlral Sggrc?eﬁ \vidw.
Confusing the two gives a photo
that is just ordinary.

If you want a close-up of just the
bloom, look to see what makes
this particular bloom unique. Is it
the fold of the petal, the color, the
standard or fall or beard? Cap-
ture the angle that best displays
this interest.

| f youobr e
have the photo talk to the viewer.
Let it strongly say something. Is
it the form, action, or balance?
Simplicity is often better than
trying to cram too much into the
view.

Animals need to be in proportion
to the blooms. All dog with tiny

th a ti

trying

10.

n y flovb of cabomrathersthaé individ-n -

Part 2

blooms only looks like a flea in-
festation.

Distant views can be spectacular
if you properly portray the color
and form. Remember how beau-
tifully Monet painted . . . you see

ual blooms.

I hope this triggers some thoughts

when you start photographing this
Sspring.

Al s o,

cally looking at other photos. Try this
at the photo gallery on the DVIS web-
site.

| challenge you all to enter your pho-
tos in the 2009 AIS contest. With re-

newed appreciation, you will

see

irises in a whole new way!

In

the future, | will share with you

how | learned about photographing
iris.

First eNewsletter

This is the first issue of the
eNewsletter to be sent out as a
email attachment.

If you received your copy in
the mail, that means we do
not have your email address.

Please send me your email ad
dress so that you can receivg

h€ neft fssud Bstan Brhdil fat

tachment.

Of course, you may continue
to elect to receive it by U.S.
mail.

Ron@dvis-ais.org

maybe


http://www.dvis-ais.org/gallery/
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In-Garden Judges Training

This year, in-garden
judges training (JT)
will be given four
times in four different
gardens. These are
summarized in the
adjacent table. This is
an unprecedented
opportunity to get in-
garden training!

All members are en-
couraged to attend.
The events are de-
signed to be useful to
both judges and non-
judges. You are as-
sured of being both
entertained and in-
formed. And it recog-
nizes the AIS require-
ment for in-garden
training for all judges.

Each judges’ training
session is worth one-
to two-hour credit for
AIS judges. The pres-
entations, using actual
irises in the garden,
will be aimed at all our
members for a better
appreciation of what
makes a “good” iris.

We are holding these
events at times which,
hopefully, will not con-
flict with those who

work.

Prior to attending the
event, please tele-
phone or email the
contact person shown
in the adjacent table.
Since all the gardens
are in our open gar-
den program, the con-
tact information and
addresses are given
on the last page along
with a short descrip-
tion of each garden.

All the gardens are
outstanding.  Before
or after the sessions,
you will want to stroll
the gardens at your
own pace. Come
early and stay late.

In-Garden JT Schedule
- For All Members -
5-20-09 Slagle Garden
Wed. Stalk Selection & Preparation
6 p.m. for Show JT by Gary Slagle
Contact: Gary Slagle
5-29-09 Leader Garden
Fri. Miniature Tall Bearded
5 p.m. (MTB) JT by Vince Lewonski
Contact: Vince Lewonski
5-30-09 Hi l denbrandt 6s
Sat. Bearded Irises JT
11 a.m. by Vince Lewonski
Contact: Vince Lewonski
6-14-09 Delaware Valley College
Sun. Louisiana , Japanese Irises JT
4 p.m. by Vince Lewonski
Contact: Carol Ann Moyer
1-to2-Hour Judgesd Tr

Addresses and Contact Information
on Last Page

VisitOpen Gardens

Our open garden hosts invite you
to visit their gardens during bloom
season. They are very proud of
their gardens. and want you to see
the product of all their hard work.
This year there are 16 gardens in
the DVIS Open Garden Program.
And we are pleased to have a few
new gardens for you to visit.

It is a wonderful opportunity to see
different and newer varieties of
irises, to withess how they are
grown, and to get acquainted with
other iris enthusiasts. Some gar-
dens are larger and some are
smaller, but all have a lot to offer
the visitor.

Seven of the gardens are enrolled
in the Hosting Program for First-
Year Introductions. This is a per-
fect chance to see some of the
very newest varieties from notable
hybridizers. And it is an excellent
opportunity to make out your wish
list. Those bought in 2006 will be
sold to members at super-bargain
prices. The order sheet will be in-
cluded with the next eNewsletter.
The host irises are to be picked up

the day of the sale.

AII the open gardens are listed on
the last page of this eNewsletter.
Please call or email the host before
you visit. For your convenience,
the irises will have name tags.

With the advent of economical
GPS navigational devices, it is eas-
ier than ever to find an address and
not get lost, Alternatively, before
hitting the road, you can download
Mapquest, Yahoo-map or Google-
map directions. And nothing substi-
tutes for an old-fashion road map.
Furthermore, the host can help you
with directions.

Even though the price of gasoline
has gone down, it is not a bad idea,
and more fun, to carpool to the
various locations.

Thanks to all those who have
opened their gardens to our mem-
bers. And thanks go to Jen Cun-
ningham, open garden chair, for
putting together this special oppor-
tunity for our members.

If you are interested in adding your
garden to the open garden list for
next year, it is not too early to plan
ahead. Let Jen hear from you.

Hildenbrandt's Iris Garden
- 3rd Annual Gala -
Open Garden Day

Jen and Matt Cunningham
hold their third annual open
garden day on Saturday,
May 30, 2009, from
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. All
DVIS members, as well as
the public, are invited . It always has been
a fun event. The festivities include wine
tasting by Blue Mountain Vineyards and
music by the Richie Roche Trio.

At 11 a.m. Vince Lewonski will give in-
garden judgesb®d
suitable for judges, but also for all mem-
bers and the public.

This attractive commercial garden, at the
foot of the scenic Blue Mountains, offers
much to see and enjoy. You are sure to
have a good time.

See the Ilast page for address and
www.hildenbrandtsirisgarden.com for di-
rections. Get a preview from their on-line
colored-photo catalog at the website.
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List of DVIS Open Gardens: All DVIS and AIS members are invited and encouraged to visit member gardens enrolled in
the DVIS Open Garden Program. Please contact the garden host before you visit. The host can help you with directions. A fter
each name listed, address and contact information is provided. Additional useful information regarding the garden is also included.
All gardens identify their irises with name tags for the convenience of visitors. Those participating in the DVIS Hosting Program for
First-Year Introduction are indicated by an asterisk (*).

George and Carol Boyce Jason and Pat Leader *Gary Slagle

Glenara Gardens 9328 Forest Rd. 59 S. Market St.

520 Dairy Road Glen Rock, PA 17327-9802 Gibbstown, NJ 08027

Palmerton, PA 18071-5923 (717) 428-2068 jaleader@aol.com (856) 423-4477 garyslagle@comcast.net
(610) 824-8198 www.glenara.net All types of irises in a garden, specializind\n outstanding large garden with most iris

A recently relocated large commercial in medians. Noted for an extensive MTBtypes. (Please do not pick or dead head.
garden with large collection of irises and collection, with ingarden JT on 80-09. Wear garden shoes.) Host for 2008 Joe
many other plants. Ghio introductions, 2006 MidAmerica

Vince Lewonski Gardens introductions, and 2008 and 2007

Charles Conklin 509 South Bishop Ave. . . . . .
91 Duncan Lane Secane, PA 19018-2903 I(;Eg(rﬂsuctlons received with DVIS auction
Springfield, PA 19064-1601 (215) 682-5900 (856) 829-1880 (weekday) '

(610) 544-3984 cwconklin@att.net dragonboatv@hotmail.com *Ron Thoman

An inspiring suburban garden with an a Many well grown irises, with excellent 1010 Wiggins Way

representation of all types of irises. A selection of all types. The garden demoriWest Chester, PA 19380-3312

tiered iris amphitheater is a special fea- strates a remarkable use of space. (610) 719-6081 ronancyt@comcast.net

ture. . Mostly newer TBs in a suburban garden.
Carol Ann and James Moyer Host for 2007 Keppel introductions.

*Jen and Matt Cunningham Delaware Valley College

Hi l denbrandtos I ri &US3R den *Janet Watson

4245 Lovers Lane Doylestown, PA 18901 42 Slashpine Circle

Slatington, PA 18080 (Use parking lot off New Britain Rd,) Hockessin, DE 19707

(610) 767-2712 jenh@enter.net (215) 794-7257 (302) 239-3915 jroussew(@comcast.net

A new large commercial garden with ~ Mrs_Science@hotmail.com A wonderful suburban garden with a won-

many TBs, but also a good representatidﬁarm Ann is volunteer in Charge of the iriderful collections of TBs, Japs and Sibs.
of most other types. Host for 2008 and garden at DVC. The gorgeous-§0di-  Host for Winterberry Gardens 2006 intro-

2007 Kerr introductions. Open garden ameter iris garden comprises 3 large coneuctions.

: ! centric circles for a fantastic display of ] .
day: May 30, 2009 most iris types. Jim is host for 2008 Blackl2rian Evans and David Yundt
Goodstay Gardens and T. Johnson introductions. 68 N. Main St.
2600 Pennsylvania Ave. Allentown, NJ 08501
Wilmington, DE 19805 June Roop (Roop's Roost) (609) 259-6667 or (856) 649-2160
Public gardens of U. of DE. No need to 588 Gumbush Rd. Friends-of-flowers@verizon.net
call. Open during daylight hours. lIris Townsend, DE 19734-9146 5 min. from NJ Turnpike Exit 7A
collection maintained by Frank Sawyer 20]3) 653_935.1 JerOPf@al?l.'qom . A lot in a quaint historical town primarily
and Vince Lewonski. ! wst—rat::; Isplay ot allris types in a planted in historic irises, Garden closed
Bob Gutowski arger garden. June 6, 2009, for All ¢
Garden located at 305 E. Northwestern *Daphne Sawyer den tour.
Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19118 357 Brookwood Dr.
(215) 247-5777 x 132 Downingtown, PA 19335
gutowski @exchange.upenn.edu (610) 518-5665 dbsawyer @nni.com {fa
A charming cottage garden with 23 iris  In an idyllic suburban surrounding, pri-

species; also TBs, medians, historic dip- marily beardless irises blooming the first
loids, beardless. Bloom 4/%515. half of June. Host for 2005 Tasco and

/
b}l—
|

Duncan introductions.
Bobbe Horvath
950 N. Manor Rd. Charlotte Shoemaker
Honey Brook, PA 19344 115 Red Rose Lane
(610) 942-8844 Honey Brook, PA 19344-9426
An informal country garden with many  (610) 273-2027 )
types of irises. A must see. Delightful garden with mostly well grown A=

TBs, with many newer ones.

Please, forward this eNewsletterto a friend. Mention the benefits of membership.
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