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loom season is finally

here! Here are a few Dos

for you to get the most of
this fleeting period:

more fully experience the joy of
irises. You can download notices
of the Show and Sale from
www.dvis-ais.org. And for those
that show an interest, you can
download the membership enroll-

Here is a little known fact: The Hana-
book for Judges and Show Officialds
available to all members. Itis a won-
derful reference for all types of irises.
It expands your appreciation of irises
and gives you an understanding of

the elements of desirable irises. The

A Do participate in the DVIS activi- . :
ties during bloom season includ-  ment form. Handbook is available at the AIS
ing the Show, ing ar den | ui ng,gagt but not least, enjoy your  Storefront for only $15 including
training and the open gardens. own little bit of heaven. Grab a shipping.
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~ them on www.dvis-ais.org. 9 q ioh AIS judge, let me know. We do need
A Do share your garden with fam- opened overnight. judges.
. . . judg
ily, friends and neighbors. ] Ron
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"Iris Spectacular” will be held Sat-
urday, May 24, 2008, at Tyler Ar-
boretum near Media, PA. Daphne
Sawyer, our Show chair, always
presents a superb Show. Details
are given in the adjacent box. If
you would like a Show schedule,
download it from the DVIS web-
site www.dvis-ais.org. If you are
not able to do this, contact
Daphne by email or mail, and she
would be happy to send it to you.

A successful Show depends on
those who bring entries. We en-
courage each of you to do so even
if it may be your first time. There
will be those at the Show to steer
you in the right direction. A good
place to start is by reading Vince
Lewonski's instructive article
"Selecting and Preparing Iris
Stalks for the Show" available at
www.dvis-ais.org. You do not
need to be a member to exhibit;
so tell your friends.

For the second year, there will be

an artistic division. We would like
an increase in arrangements over
|l ast year. Wonot

ltdéds | ots of fun.

There is no entry fee for the
Show, but there is a a $5.00 entry
fee for Tyler Arboretum. This is
waived for exhibitors and workers.
A coupon for a free iris at the Sale
in July will be available to Show
attendees.

Whether or not you take a direct
part in the Show, please come and
enjoy its beauty. And encourage
your family, friends and neighbors
to attend.

Daphne can still use some help
with the Show. If you can provide
assistance, please contact her.
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"IRIS SPECTACULAR"
Y Shtubday, ‘May'24.2008 ¥ -

Directions: www.tylerarboretum.org

Open to Public 1:00 p.m.4:00 p.m.
Pickup Specimens 4:00 p.m4:30 p.m.

dbsawyer@nni.com

lapara@attglobal.net

Tyler Arboretum
515 Painter Road
Media, PA

Schedule

Entries 7:30 a.n+.9:30 a.m.
Judging 10:00 a.m.

Cleanup 4:00 p.m- 5:00 p.m.

Show Chairperson
Daphne Sawyer
357 Brookwood Dr.
Downingtown, PA 19335
(610) 38@03

Show Vice Chairperson
Cynthia LaPara
(610) 388640
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My Long Love Affair with Tall Bearded Irises

By Charlotte Shoemaker

In the fall of 1980, | was planning to

Lucile Pi

move to a new home on the Snake Riverl5 miles away.

in Ontario, Oregon. | saw an ad in the

nkstonods
was in Perma, Idaho, a tiny town about had to be irrigated.

| drove down a dirt street and saw a

peht aasad oows, whithe N

Every spring, | would go
to see her irises, generally

Interstate Nurseries catalog featuring a little house with a wire fence around the taking some friends. | would pick out
beautiful collection of tall bearded irises yard-- and a blaze of color. That was
(6Steppi,d@a YuP @rFa sroghedeginning of a beautiful friendship  back in July to pick them up. Lucile
Il nt erandbaBteevée r ) y é Si hwlittsLacile Pinkston. She soon added a kept a notebook with your name and
for $6.00! | planted them along the road lot in the back of her home. Later her
where | could see them from my kitchen son bought the little house next door andcard when my irises were ready for pick
window. People would stop and admire tore it down, adding more than two acresup. | would see her back patio with a

them, and say,

fi H a foreher yriges. Leicileegrew thesiréses int o

eight or ten tall bearded irises, and go

what you ordered. She sent me a post-
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In-Gar de

Ingar den judgesod
given at Joan
day, May 16, 2008. Compared to
most of our gardens, this garden is
in a warmer, more southern area 0
Abel ow the
Delaware. So it could be your first
chance of the season to see irises in
full bloom.

This is a new event for us this year.
All members are encouraged to at-
tend. The event is designed for the
pleasure of both judges and non-
judges. And it recognizes the AIS
requirement for in-garden training
for all judges, with 2008 being the
last year of the 3-year cycle to satisfy
this obligation.

At 6:00 p.m, Vince Lewonski will give
the judgeséd
for AI'S judges.

however, will be aimed at all our
members for a better appreciation of
what makes a fAgoo

We are holding this event on Friday
so as not to conflict with iris shows
held on the weekend. We also hope
those who work will have the oppor-
tunity to attend
session.

If you can do so, come early and
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turned into a beautiful showplace. It
features wide, grassy walkways be-
tween the rows for easy viewing
theahsindredsoé well grevenyrised. n

At 5:00 p.m, Joan will generously
host a supper for all of us. With
Joan, one is assured of many tasty
delights. Thank you, Joan.

Joan and Charles live in rural Dela-
ware. Directions are given in the box
below. It is recommended that you

also have a Delaware map and/or
use Mapquest. Carpooling is sug-
gested because of the distance.

Directions to Wood Garden

i ngA wWake U$13 Bouth to
Vi ncempnapDEe sent atijonmn
A Turn right onto DE 300
| . _andgo about 6 mi.
dq jr1 s>
A Turn right onto DE 42
West at traffic light in
Kenton.
A Turn left onto Chance Rd.
t hi s (ustoy gf Kenpn) and go

about 2 172 mi.

A Turn right onto Hopewell
Dr. and home is seventh on
right.
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- For All Members
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Friday, May 16, 2008

Joan Woodos
184 Hopewell Drive
Clayton, DE 19938

(302) 6593044
Directions: see box

Schedule

Tour Gardeni 3:00 p.m.
Supperii 5:00 p.m.
Judges on a0 pa.mni n

RSVP Ron Thoman by 5 -13-08

Attending Supper ?

Attending Judg¢d
(610) 719081 or

ronancyt@comcast.net

Join the Fun

ai |
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Digital Photo Tips
LCD or Viewfinder?

With arms outstretched, a photogra-
pher stares at the
LCD on the back
of his/her digital
camera. It is al-
most comical. It
is also a very awk-
ward and un-
steady  position.

Fortunately, the shutter speed is

usually fast enough to be forgiving.

However, there are instances when

shutter-speed blur is possible:

A Low light of a cloudy day
A Telephoto focal-length use

A Small aperture for increased
depth of field in close-ups

Under these conditions, try using
your viewfinder (if your camera has
one) for less shake. Keep your arms
close to the body and the camera
lightly pressed to your forehead. If
the shutter speed is really slow, a
tripod is needed, but this can gener-
ally be avoided for garden photogra-

phy.

You will find the viewfinder in your

digital camera a delight to use. For

most digital cameras, the scene is
well lit and very bright compared to

your old film camera. Because you
eye is so close, the scene seems
nearly as large as what you see on
the LCD. And all the useful informa-
tion is displayed.

Open Gardens

Thanks to all those who
have opened their gardens to
our members. And thanks go
to Jen Cunningham, open
garden chair, for putting to-
gether this special opportunity
for all members. This year
there are 16 gardens in the
DVIS Open Garden Program.

Our hosts invite you to visit
their gardens during bloom
season. They are very proud
of their gardens. and want you
to see the product of their
hard work. They would be
very disappointed if you didn't
visit.

This year, for the first time,
the DVIS website invites the
public to visit the open gar-
dens, calling the host prior to
visiting What a great way of
promoting irises to others!

Some gardens are larger
and some are smaller, but all
have a lot to offer the visitor.
It is a wonderful opportunity to
see different and newer varie-
ties of irises, to witness how
they are grown, and to get
acquainted with other iris en-
thusiasts.

Nine of the gardens are also
enrolled in the Hosting Pro-
gram for First-Year Introduc-
tions. This is a perfect chance
to see some of the very new-

est varieties by notable hy-
bridizers. And it is an excel-
lent opportunity to make out
your wish list for those that will
be sold to members at super-
bargain prices. The order
sheet will be included with the
next Newsletter, which publi-
cizes the Sale. The host irises
are to be picked up the day of
the Sale.

All the open gardens are
listed on the last page of this
Newsletter. Please call or
email the host before you visit.
The host can help you with
directions. And, for your con-
venience, the irises have
name tags.

With the high gasoline
prices, carpooling with other
members is a fun and friendly
way to see the gardens.

Jen Cunningham has put
together self-guided tours for
the open gardens. For a
copy, contact Jen:
jenh@enter.net or (610) 767-
2712.

If you are interested in
adding your garden to the
open garden list for next year,
it is not too early to plan
ahead. Let Jen hear from
you.

Hildenbrandt's Iris Garden
- 2nd Annual Gala-
Open Garden Day

Jen and Matt Cunningham, with the help of
Jends father George Hil
new commercial iris garden last year. We fea-
tured the startup in the ladewsletter

Actually it is a continuation of the Hilden-
brandt's Iris Garden in Nebraska run for many
years by Jen's grandfather and George's father.

Jen and Matt are having their second annual
open garden day on Saturday, May 31, 2008,
from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. All DVIS members
are invited as well as the public. The festivities
include wine tasting, live music and art displayed
by local artists. At noon, Gary Slagle will give in
-garden judges6 training
judges but also for all members and the public.

IntGarden Judgesd Tr a
By Gary Slagle

12:00 p.m.

The attractive garden, at the foot of the scenic
Blue Mountains, has increased in size since last
year with much of interest to see. You are sure
to have a good time.

Address and contact information is given in the
open garden list on the next page. See their web-
site, www.hildenbrandtsirisgarden.com, for di-
rections.
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