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  

DVIS 2009 Spring Luncheon and Meeting 

 
Price of each meal is $18.00.  Please make check out to DVIS.  Place the first name of each attendee in front of the meal selected. 

 

 __________________________Chicken Sonoma  Chicken breast with pine nuts and sun-dried tomatoes in a basil cream sauce 

 

__________________________ Vegetarian Platter: Pasta Primavera  

 

Garden salad, dessert and beverage included with each meal.   

 

Names of those attending: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Telephone: __________________________ 

 

Return this slip and your check to Ron Thoman, 1010 Wiggins Way, West Chester, PA 19380, 

 to be received no later than March 23, 2009.  

   
Spring Luncheon and Meeting 

 

 Sunday   March 29, 2009   12:00 noon        
 

The Inn at Chester Springs 
815 North Pottstown Pike (PA 100), Exton, PA 

Located between U.S. 30 and PA Turnpike Exit 312 (Old Exit 23) 
Call the hotel at (610) 363-1100 for additional directions  
or go to their website: www.innatchestersprings.com. 

Lunch served at 12:30 pm 
 
 

Program 

Historic Irises 
 

Speaker 

Robert Gutowski 
 

Door Prizes!  

 
New Members and Guests invited 

C 
elebrate spring by coming 

to the DVIS spring lunch-

eon and meeting.   

We hope you can join us 

even though you may never have 

come to a meeting before.  Our 

friendly members love meeting new 

people.    And inclusive fellowship is 

assured with name tags and round ta-

bles.  You are certain to have an en-

joyable time.  

Robert Gutowski, Director of Public 

Programs at Morris Arboretum, will 

speak to us on historic irises.  Irises 

have been around for a long time.  

The biblical “lilies of the valley” are 

thought to have been irises.  Historic-

iris devotees love to grow them be-

cause of their graceful form, their har-

diness and the story they tell.  (See 

related story on page 3.) 

After a short business meeting, Bob 

will take us on a ride in his time ma-

chine  to the irises of our ancestors.   



AN EYE ON IRIS 

Welcome to an exciting new year 
of iris growing.  Your DVIS Board 
has planned exciting events for 
2009.  There will be many ñ  and 
some  new ñ opportunities to 
learn, to come together at enjoy-
able gatherings and to acquire 
great irises.  

And please resolve to use our in-
formative website to create your 
Wish  List for the year, as well as 
to view other gardens and to drool 
over the newer irises.  For those 
who donõt feel comfortable with 
the computer, have a friend show 
you the joys of our website!  You 
donõt want to miss out. 

Walking in the footsteps of former 
outstanding President Ron Thoman 
is quite an awesome job. Iõm work-
ing hard to keep things moving 
smoothly. As a group we want to 
continue to grow in knowledge, 
members and enthusiasm for our 
favorite blooming flower, the iris.  
You, too, can encourage an inter-

ested friend to join us at our 
spring meeting, show or sale.  And 
do plan now to visit a few of our 
membersõ open gardens.  This  is a 
bonus for being a DVIS member.  
Use the privilege!  

Volunteer to do just a small job 
such as a hospitality helper, show 
helper or extra hands for the sale.   
If everyone does a little, our group 
will prosper and be enjoyable for 
all. We do have a great organiza-
tion, which is friendly and enthusi-
astic.  

One new idea for the year involves 
reaching out to our more northern 
area around Bucks and Montgomery 
Counties. The DVIS fall luncheon 
and meeting will take place at Dela-
ware Valley College (DVC), with the 
hope that it will be convenient and 
welcoming for members in that 
area as well as for new irisarians.  

I personally wish that each and 
every one of our DVIS members 
has a great blooming year ahead.  

é Love the Iris 

Your new President,  

Carol Ann Moyer  

 

Program Chair: Vince Lewonski  Sale Co-chairs: Charles  Conklin and Scott Laughlin  Show Chair: Vince Lewonski   
Newsletter Editor: Ron Thoman   Assistant Editor: Charlotte Shoemaker  Publicity Chair: Charles Conklin   

Hospitality and Membership Recruitment Chair: Nancy Thoman   New Member Welcoming Chair: Ron Thoman 
   Auctions Co-chairs: Vince Lewonski and Gary Slagle  Open Garden Chair: Jen Cunningham  

Member-At-Large: Joan Wood   First-Year Introductions Chair: Gary Slagle    
Potluck Co-hosts: Larry and Debbie Westfall  Meeting Arrangements Chair: Ron Thoman   

DVC Iris Garden Project Chair: Carol Ann Moyer  Webmasters: Carol Ann and James Moyer 
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Open Your Garden?  

 Again this year we will have 

the open garden program.  Last 

year we had 16 open gardens.   

We would like to add yours to 

the list this year.  Your garden 

need not be large.  Visitors en-

joy seeing the smaller ones as 

well.  We will not be happy un-

til all our members have en-

rolled their gardens in this pro-

gram.  Name tags for your 

irises are the only requirement.  

Visitors will contact you before 

coming. The open gardens will 

be listed in the May e Newslet-

ter. 

If you would like to add your 

garden to the open garden list, 

contact Jen Cunningham, open 

garden chair: (610) 767 -2712 or 

jenh@enter.net.  

 

It looks just like 
one of Grandmaõs 
irises. 

You better go to the 
DVIS spring lunch-
eon and meeting to 
learn more. 

And donõt forget to 
send Ron your email 
address for the new 
eNewsletter. 
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By Carol Ann Moyer  

A spring adventure into the 
historic-iris realm awaits all 
DVIS members on March 29, 
2009, at the spring luncheon 
and meeting. 

Thinking ahead, this might 
be a good time to prepare 
yourself for a delightful and 
informative presentation by 
Bob Gutowski from the Mor-
ris Arboretum.  This garden-
ing educator maintains a cot-
tage garden with many his-
toric iris around his resi-
dence at the arboretum. 

There are two outstanding 
resources which you may 
like to refer beforehand: (1) 
the new Clarence Mahan 
page-turner, ñClassic Irises 
and the Men and Women 
Who Created Themò and (2) 
the HIPS (Historic Iris Pres-
ervation Society) website 
www.hips-roots.com. 

Clarence Mahan is a well 
respected irisarian that has 
carefully researched older 
irises. He gives the reader a 

true appre-
ciation of 
how the 
m o d e r n  
hybridized 
irises were developed and 
why these older irises have 
endured even to today. The 
reader easily follows his in-
vestigative storytelling and 
develops a deep apprecia-
tion for these historic irises, 
true gems of the iris world. 

HIPS is a recognized section 
of The American Iris Society. 
Their website tantalizes the 
viewer with its excellent 
presentation.  If youôve never 
viewed older iris, this is the 
place to go. 

You may also like to keep 
this idea in mind: If the older 
iris cultivars, which  have 
parented the spectacular 
new irises, are not grown in 
gardens, they could disap-
pear forever.  An endan-
gered cultivar would not be 
desirable é thus the pur-
pose of preservation.  
Cheers for the historics! 

Spring Meeting 3-29-09 

The Big Siberian Dig & 

Potting at Garyôs 

4-11-09 

In-Garden Judgesô Train-

ing at Garyôs for Stalk Se-

lection & Show Prepara-

tion  

5-20-09 

Iris Show 5-23-09 

Open Garden Day at 

Leaderôs with MTB In-

Garden Judgesô Training 

5-29-09 

Open Garden Day at Hil-

denbrandtôs with In-

Garden Judgesô Training 

5-30-09 

Louisiana Iris In-Garden 

Judgesô Training at the 

DVC Garden 

6-14-09 

Dig Day at DVC Garden 7-11-09 

Iris Sale, TB Auction & 

Club Iris Pickup 

7-18-09 

Additional Sale at DVC 

(tentative) 

7-26-09 

Potluck & Beardless Iris 

Auction 

9-19-09 

Fall Meeting 10-18-09 

DVIS Dates for 2009 
Please Mark Your Calendars 

 

The eNewsletter is Here  
We are launching the DVIS 
eNewsletter this year.  Those who 
have the capability will receive 
the eNewsletter as an email at-
tachment. Of course, those who 
donôt have this capability will re-
ceive the eNewsletter by mail  as 
usual. 

It  will be sent as an email attach-
ment in the Adobe Acrobat pdf 
format since everyone either has 
the Acrobat Reader on their com-
puter or can easily download it for 
free.   

All, however, are receiving a hard 
copy of this issue of the eNews-
letter in the mail.  A few of you 
will also receive it as an email at-
tachment to ensure that all the 
bugs are worked out. 

For this to work, we do need to 
collect email addresses.  If you 
have any doubt whether or not 
we have your current email ad-
dress, please email me your cor-
rect email address. 

Going to an  eNewsletter is the 
environmentally correct thing to 

Historic Irises  

do.  And besides saving the cost of 
paper, printing and postage, it has 
many other advantages.  Color 
copy and attachments can easily be 
incorporated.  We can follow up 
conveniently with reminders, cor-
rections and new information.  You 
can also store the eNewsletter on 
your computer for easy retrieval. 

Look for the next eNewsletter in 
your email. 

Ron Thoman 
ronancyt@comcast.net  

http://www.hips-roots.com/
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Welcome 
 New  
Members 

We give a BIG welcome 

to you, our twenty-four new 

members enrolled in 2008: 

Diane Bardsley, Mary Boyle, 

Lucile Bozzone, Robert and 

Brenda Carlton, George and 

Michele Ceniviva, Ralph and 

Marilyn Churchill, Bill and Pat 

DeHaven, Robert and JoAnn 

Donlick, Sandy Forrester, Steve 

Hendrickson, Evan Hunt, Kath-

ryn Knott, Joan MacGregor, 

Judy Miller, Mary Ann Piccard, 

Judi Ryce and Clayton Ryce, 

Linda Smith and Carol Sutton.   

We are very pleased that you 

are part of DVIS.  New members 

are a very important part of our 

organization.  Your enthusiasm 

and curiosity stimulates all of 

us.  We invite you to participate 

fully in all DVIS activities. 

DVIS members are a convivial, 

fun-loving group, and  our meet-

ings and activities are new-

member friendly. 

The Big Siberian Dig 

and Potting at Gary's  
59 S. Market St. 

 Gibbstown, NJ 08027 

Saturday  April 11, 2009  
9:00 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

 

Volunteers Needed  

No Experience Required  
 

RSVP: Gary Slagle 

garyslagle@comcast.net   

 (856) 423-4477 

 
Please Bring A Bag Lunch 

 
Special Discount for Bagged Siberians 

 on Dig Day for Volunteers   

The Big  

Siberian Dig  

The Big Siberian Dig 

and Potting at Gary’s , 

our very first such event, will take place 

on Saturday, April 11, 2009, from         

9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Gary Slagle needs to divide his many 

Siberians this year, and he has gener-

ously offered to give extra increases to 

DVIS for our July sale.  

Spring, as the Siberians just start to 

grow, is a good time to divide them.  

And they will have ample time to grow 

and develop by the sale. 

Since we need many volunteers, we ask 

your help in potting, marking the name 

tags and cleanup.  The actual digging 

and separating will be done by Gary 

and some of his closest friends.  

Whether you can help the whole day or 

part of the day, please come join us. 

Wear work clothes and bring gloves.  

And remember it can be chilly the first 

part of April.  Also, bring a bag lunch. 

Caution: Since nobody wants a 

mislabeled iris, we must do our 

very best to check and double check 

throughout the entire process so 

that the irises are not separated 

from their identification and so that 

the labeling is accurate.  

Please let Gary know if  you can help.  

Gibbstown is a short drive from the 

Commodore Barry Bridge (U.S. 322) 

across the Delaware River.  From U.S. 

322,  take U.S. 130 N to NJ 44 to 

Gibbstown. Turn right on Market St.  

The garden is on the right in the first 

block , but parking is on the left side of 

the street. 

  At The Big Siberian Dig,  you may 

purchase  bagged Siberians at a special 

discounted price as a thank you for 

helping.  Spring is a great  time to plant 

your new Siberians to allow them good 

establishment for the following year. 

Warp Speed in Learning Good Iris Photography   
or Judging the AIS Photo Contest                        Part 1  

By Carol Ann Moyer  

Being a judge for the AIS 
p h o t o 
contest is 
an experi-
ence I 
would like 
to share 
with you. 
And what 

an experience! 

It all started several 
years ago when I en-
tered my own photos on 
a whim.  The bait of win-
ning a new iris introduc-
tion along with a free an-
nual membership was 
too much to ignore. Yes, 
I did win awards for two 
years in a row.  In 2007, I 
won for the best close-up 
with a photo of óWintry 
Skyô. 

 Then, in 2008, I was 
asked to be one of the 

three judges for the  con-
test. Of course, I said 
yes, but then thought 
about what I just agreed 
to. The thought of judg-
ing other peopleôs work 
was overwhelming.  

The 5òx7ò photos arrived 
in a heavy box one Mon-
day. All 267 photos 
needed to be sorted into 
the six categories. And 
each and every photo 
had to be  ranked and 
listed from best to worst. 

Hereôs where the dining 
room table was invalu-
able. Who cares about 
food for the week! I 
couldnôt think about any-
thing else for the next 96 
hours, awake or sleep-
ing.  Then by Friday 
morning, all photos were 
repackaged and deliv-
ered to the post office to 

be sent to  the next 
judge. 

I encourage each of you 
to enter your photos in 
the 2009 AIS photo con-
test. 

Here are the links to view 
past winning AIS photos. 
Enjoy and be inspired. 

www.irisphotocontest.org/ 

www.irises.org/
photocontest2007win-
ners.htm 

www.irises.org/
photocontest2006win-
ners.htm 

In Part 2 of this article, I 
will share with you the 
most illuminating things I 
learned about iris pho-
tography, and photogra-
phy in general, from this  
judging experience.  I will 
list a few tips which may 
prove helpful to you in 
taking better photos. 

http://www.irisphotocontest.org/
http://www.irises.org/photocontest2007winners.htm
http://www.irises.org/photocontest2007winners.htm
http://www.irises.org/photocontest2007winners.htm
http://www.irises.org/photocontest2006winners.htm
http://www.irises.org/photocontest2006winners.htm
http://www.irises.org/photocontest2006winners.htm

