Delaware Valley Tris Society INNews/etter

‘ An Affiliate of The American Iris Society March 2008
L/ www.dvis-ais.org

President: Ron Thoman, 1010 Wiggins Way, West Chester, PA 19380-3312 (610) 719-6081 ronancyt@comcast.net
Vice President: Vince Lewonski, 509 South Bishop Ave., Secane, PA 19018-2903 (856) 829-1880 (day) dragonboatv@hotmail.com
Secretary: Charlotte Shoemaker, 115 Red Rose Lane, Honey Brook, PA 19344-9426 (610) 273-2027
Treasurer and Immediate Past President: Charles Conklin, 91 Duncan Lane, Springfield, PA 19064-1601 (610) 544-3984 cwconklin@att.net

e are very fortunate to have Harry

Wolford as our guest speaker on Lou- DVIS SPRING LUNCHEON AND MEETING
isiana irises. Harry is a recognized expert and
a popular speaker on this topic. Currently, he =~ SUNDAY MARCH 30. 2008 12:00 NOON
is vice president of the Society for Louisiana

Irises. Harry and his wife, SLI board member THE INN AT CHESTER SPRINGS

Donna, live in Palm Bay, Florida. 815 North Pottstown Pike (PA 100), Exton, PA

If tt . fb tiful Louisi- Located between U.S. 30 and PA Turnpike Exit 312 (Old Exit 23)
you want to see Images of beautitul Louisl Call the hotel at (610) 363-1100 for additional directions

ana irises, attend the spring meeting. Harry or go to their website: www.innatchestersprings.com.

has taken photos all over the United States Lunch served at 12:30 pm

and Australia. Judges’ training will be included
with his presentation.

Harry and Donna are driving up with potted
Louisiana irises, which they are generously U LIS L L3S L

donating as door prizes. Do you feel lucky? LOU'S'ANA IRISES

Thanks go to Vince Lewonski for making
these fine arrangements. This is a rare oppor- BY
tunity to hear a national authority on Louisiana
irises. And they grow so well in our area!

If you have never attended a DVIS meeting HARRY WOLFORD

before, this would be a very interesting and
informative one to attend.

We will have a short business meeting after
lunch. Then we will enter the world of Louisi-

ana irises. NEW MEMBERS AND GUESTS WELCOME

<

Doorx Prhizes!

DVIS 2008 Spring Luncheon and Meeting

Price of each meal is $17.00. Please make check out to DVIS. Place the first name of each attendee in front of the meal selected.

Chicken Maison Chicken breast with roasted red bell peppers, basil and olive oil topped with melted
provolone cheese.

Vegetarian Platter: Pasta Primavera

Fruit cup, dessert and beverage included with each meal.

Names of those attending:

Telephone:

Return this slip and your check to Ron Thoman, 1010 Wiggins Way, West Chester, PA 19380,
to be received no later than March 24, 2008.




Program Chair: Vince Lewonski Sale Co-chairs: Charles Conklin and Scott Laughlin
Open Garden Chair: Jen Cunningham Newsletter Editor: Ron Thoman Publicity Chair: Charles Conklin
Membership Recruitment Co-chairs: Kathleen Donahue and Nancy Thoman New Member Welcoming Chair: Ron Thoman
TB Auction Chair: Vince Lewonski Beardless Auction Co-chairs: Vince Lewonski and Gary Slagle
Member-At-Large: Joan Wood First-Year Introductions Chair: Gary Slagle Potluck Co-chairs: Ron and Nancy Thoman
Show General Chair: Daphne Sawyer Membership Records Chair: Ron Thoman
DVC Iris Garden Project Chair: Carol Ann Moyer Webmasters: Carol Ann and James Moyer

President’'s Ramblings

Last year was
niversary, and it was a wonderful
year. Both our show and sale had
record attendances. And the
Show had an artistic division for
the first time. The iris garden at
Delaware Valley College was dedi-
cated, a gala event which included
two judgesd trai
was the inaugural year for sale of
irises from the Hosting Program.
The spring and fall meetings in-
cluded exciting programs. The
bearded and the beardless auc-
tions and the potluck were all big
hits. The year saw the launch of
www.dvis-ais.org, our new website.
You our members have every right
to be very proud of your accom-
plishments.

This year, DVIS begins its jour-
ney on the next 50 years. New
this year will be an event devoted
toinngarden judgesd t
will be of interest to all the mem-

nin

Open your garden

DV S fo mberhbe?s' -

Again this year we will have the
Open Garden Program. Last year
we had 12 open gardens. We
would like to add yours to the list
this year. Your garden need not
be large. Visitors enjoy seeing
the smaller ones as well. We will
not be happy until all our mem-
Bers h&ve€ énfolle@d théir gardehnsd
in this program. Name tags for
your irises are the only require-
ment. The open gardens are
listed in the May Newsletter.

If you would like to add your
garden to the open garden list
contact Jen Cunningham, open
garden chair: (610) 767-2712 or
jenh@center.net.

and we will try to make them even
better. We only ask for your con-
tinued support and participation.
The box below shows the many
benefits of being a member. Re-
métmbet lifV8u recéi thfs News-

letter, you are a DVIS member.

DVIS Dates for 2008
Spring Meeting 3-30-08
In-Garden Judges’ 5-16-08
Training
Iris Show 5-24-08
Hildenbrandt’s Open 5-31-08
Garden Day
Dig Day at Gary’s 7-12-08
Iris Sale, TB Auction, 7-19-08
Host Iris Pickup
Potluck and Beardless 9-20-08
Auction
Fall Meeting 10-19-08

Please Mark Your Calendars

Yes, they are subsidized because
we believe that the price of the
meal which the hotel charges in-
cludes the room rental.

The bottom line is that we want
to see you take advantage of all
the many member benefits.

bership. The other popular events Some have asked: OAre the Ron

and activities will be continued, meeting luncheons subsidized. 6

Shows Member Ben eﬁts www.dvis-ais.org
Sales Bearded Auctions

AIS Bulletins Potlucks Expert Speakers
Beardless Auctions Dig Days

Subsidized Luncheons AIS Conventions Information
Open Gardens Hosting Program

www.ais.org Judges’ Training Newsletters
Friendly Members Outreach

Door Prizes Region Activities Gifting
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How Hildenbrandt’s Iris Garden Came to PA

By Jen Cunningham challenges would be to bring the busi- to Nebraska, we
ness end of the garden venture into the found out that
All the craziness started over 50 21* century. Grandpa always
years ago when my grandfather, Lester used a preemer-
Hildenbrandt, decided to start a cata- In 2004, our first year, we just gent to control
log business to support his overgrown started by bringing back about 100 weeds. [ wish we had known that a
iris hobby. As any good farmer in Ne- varieties of irises to plant from my year ago.
braska does, he took advantage of grandfatherds garden in Nebraska

child labor. It started with my father =~ were trying not to put the cart before That spring Matt and I had gone to
and his siblings, a free source of labor the horse realizing it would be a cou-  the AIS convention in Portland and
for about 15 years. After they were pl e years bef or e gaechankce tdhsee the setugpstbfythe t

gone, he had to actually pay one or selling. Aibig guyso, and
two of the local high school kids to how we wanted to set things up our-
help over the summer with the digging  The following spring almost all of selves. During the summer we did a
and shipping. Then along came the the plants were growing well and we  massive restructuring of the beds to
grandchildren, not as reliable a source  had a decent amount of bloom. This get ready for the following year when
since they wer en &dveupcenfidengen Bhat fumnterewe i we 6 d f i nal ly st a
dents. At one time or another, all my  brought back several hundred more all the credit for forming the beds to
cousins and I have done a tour of duty rhizomes of different varieties. We my father. He seemed to enjoy the
with Grandpa in the iris beds. The iris also decided to branch out from excuse to buy more toys (attachments
Al abor campo has béardeflitisesaMylgrantifdither foe h i forhe tecror) and to play with the
and grandchildren with varying de- cused largely on the tall bearded irises, tractor. The three of us, Dad, Matt, and
grees of interest in irises. My father but he had a small selection of differ- I, replanted everything that summer. 1
was one of the more interested chil- ent types including medians, arilbreds, think it was about halfway through
dren, so I had the iris bug around me at spurias, Louisianas and Siberians. Our when Matt turned to me rather con-
home. goal is to offer a variety of as many cerned and said,

types of irises as we can growinthis have to do this

About three years ago, shortly after ~ area. Not only did we plant a lot of reassured him th
Matt and I were married, I popped the bearded irises in 2005, but we also to replant everything every year.
guestion to hi m: sthrteddats fovtbebdardlessyricess f e e |
about taking over the iris busi ne s08ac®altherdplinting had been
wasnodt a huge, un thyhéfollgwing springof 2006, wd r dor, & ®as time to start turning our
but the fact t ha twerdrévardedwith very gaod blosne n ditantivretawhrdate business end: the
sap that coul dn 6 tonoordearded itises, ansl theebeartd-h e taslboti psotueing a catalog for 2007
ness just fade away after 50 years. My less ones bloomed better than we ex-  and figuring out how to establish a

grandfather was 86, and no one else pected for first-year clumps. How- website. We were now entering the
had expressed interest in taking it ever, the weeds became a huge issue.  uncharted waters of the 21* century,
over. Matt, not knowing what he was I was never around Grandpa in the which Grandpa had avoided like the
getting himself into, agreed to doit. I  spring to see what he did maintenance plague. We fumbled through getting a
dondt think | kn ewseowhisactls. All I nangember @5 e t Hasic walpsite up. Since none of us
myself into either. that his beds were weed free. I made  really knew much about setting up

the mistake of aswvebmsiingshe whki dni &
From my summer Vvanyhingos thebeds totplavent ofikiilla lveohad wanted before the growing

campo, I  knew h oveedsGAs aresdtpwa spehtia llarge e dseason began. We had to resign our-
orders. And I had a vague notion of  portion of our time pulling weeds. selves to the fact that pictures for the
how he handled the catalog and re- This concerned me because I knew website would have to wait until the

ceived orders. The problemwasthat we 6 d be expandi n qexttydareThelraalbgwasta hittde t
Grandpa was still running his business and would have at least three timesthe mor e successf ul

as in the early 20" century including  area to weed. This is when I started catalog was a simple list of varieties
the use of a typewriter to make up in-  looking into preemergent weed con- with basic codes for color and for bi-
voices. I knew one of my biggest trol. Later that summer on another trip

Continued on p. 4
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Gifting: A DVIS priority

Hildenbrandt’s

Fromp. 3

tone, self, or plicata. We wanted to
have a much more descriptive catalog
since we woul dno
Many hours were spent with the

online AIS checklist database, getting
hybridizersd nam
tion, and descriptions for the catalog.
All the effort paid off and we man-
aged to put out a catalog that met our
goals.

The big event in 2007 was our Open
Garden Day. My grandparents had
always had an open garden day
around Memorial Day weekend for
people to see the irises during their
peak. |l donoét
vertised it or just told the local AIS
group about it, but they had a fair
number of people come out. Grandma
would always serve coffee and cook-
ies. We decided that we definitely
needed to do this too, but wanted to
Akick it up a no
trio to come play, a local winery to do
a wine tasting, and artists to display
their work. This ended up being a
much bigger hit than we expected.
And it has been added to our yearly
list of things to do.

What does 2008 have in store? My
fingers are crossed. This is the year
wedl |l finish bri
21* century, including a good data-
base setup instead of using a bunch of
Excel spreadshee
ing on educating ourselves about set-
ting up websites and getting photos
posted. Addi ti
be increasing the number of our
beardless beds.

(0]

All in all, taking over the business
has been a good experience. It is what
gave us the incentive to look for and
join DVIS. If nothing else comes of
it webdbve found
ple and made a lot of new friends.
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On January 18, 2008, the DVIS
Board met and voted to make the fol-
lowi niributions:

t oW b Sctures.
. $%chto AIS Region 3.

+ $300 to the Henry Schmieder Ar-

’boreP}uQ orrthag meéa}-stalﬁe H

ers for arboretum-type name tags

for the Carol Ann Moyer Iris Gar-

e s

old-,

den.
¢ $300 to Jenkins Arboretum for its
new building fund.
Gifting is an important part of the
DVIS outreach program. Thanks to
oy, our. members, we are able to
éaltll{e%lri%-r_elated financial gifts like
these.

Business meetings: Keep ‘em brief

Our members come to the spring
and fall meetings for good fellowship,
tasty food and an enjoyable programs.
Although the business meetings are a
necessary part of the proceedings, we
8rE dBle th keeb them tvelly &h¥rt uSi
several tactics.

The Newsletter provides the mem-
bership with information and notices
of future events. Furthermore, the

« News Flash

Photo albums will be available at
the spring meeting showing those
irises in the Hosting Program for
First-Year Introductions.
Take a look and make your wish
list for later this year.
Also visit the DVIS website
www.dvis-ais.org to see images
of the Host Irises in the Photo

j

g &h

new website www.dvis-ais.org pro-
vides extensive material of interest.

The DVIS Board does most of the
planning and makes a majority of the
deleciiions. The Board is comprised of

fiers 8nd committee chairper-

sons. As you can see from the list on
page 2, many people are involved
making this a very broad-based proc-
€ss.

s Welcome
new members

We give a BIG welcome to you,
our fourteen new members en-
rolled in 2007: Gerri and Marian
Baer, Nancy Ballantyne, Tracy
Bastian, Mary Mathews Brion,
Julieta Calmon, Pain Fries

n Coffey, Doreen Dun-
Gallery. can, Wendy Edwards,
< Cynthia Marrioftt,
ts . Wedre al so woi kn - James Moyer, Marlene

oigital Phoy,

nal |y, ﬁpére goi nog

" Romanoff, Anita Simpson
& and Bruce Weintraub. We

y are ‘gvery pleased to have you as
a part of DVIS.

New members are an important
56 % re
Y part of our organization. Your
enthusiasm and curiosity stimu-
N lates all of us. We invite you to
: ‘ ‘ participate fully in all DVIS activi-
ties.
a great group of FeDOViS 5 cond]
Ol 6 wi s efDoene SJEWAS frem ersareaf”en.y’
. fuln-loving group. Our meetings
good photo is worth more are new-member friendly with
than 100 poor Y

ﬁagteetasgs' fo?* all and round tables
for inclusive fellowship.




