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  

DVIS 2010 Spring Luncheon and Meeting 

 
Price of each meal is $18.00.  Please make check out to DVIS.  Place the first name of each attendee in front of the meal selected. 

 

 __________________________Stuffed Capon with Colonial Dressing  

 

__________________________ Vegetarian Platter: Pasta Primavera  

 

Soup, dessert and beverage included with each meal.   

 

Names of those attending: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Telephone: __________________________ 

 

Return this slip and your check to Ron Thoman, 1010 Wiggins Way, West Chester, PA 19380, 

 to be received no later than March 22, 2010.  

   
Spring Luncheon and Meeting 

 
 Sunday   March 28, 2010   12:00 noon        

 

The Inn at Chester Springs 
815 North Pottstown Pike (PA 100), Exton, PA 

Located between U.S. 30 and PA Turnpike Exit 312 (Old Exit 23) 
Call the hotel at (610) 363-1100 for additional directions  
or go to their website: www.innatchestersprings.com. 

Lunch served at 12:30 pm  
 
 

Program 

Arils and Arilbreds 
 

Speaker 

George Hildenbrandt 
 

 

 

 

Door Prizes!  
 
 

New Members and Guests Welcomed 

C elebrate spring by coming to the 

DVIS spring luncheon and meeting.   

We hope you will join us even if you 

have not previously attended  a meeting.  

Our friendly members love meeting new 

people.   And inclusive fellowship is en-

sured with name tags and round tables.  

You are certain to have an enjoyable 

time. 

Arils and arilbreds are exotic bearded 

irises. The original aril species are found 

in the Middle East from Turkey to Af-

ghanistan.  After reviewing the aril back-

ground, George Hildenbrandt will exam-

ine the modern aril/arilbred hybrids in-

cluding their culture.  With the Hilden-

brandt Iris Gardens in the Leigh Valley, 

George is an expert grower and devotee 

of this beautiful and mysterious iris 

group.   

After a very short business meeting, 

George will take us on a magic carpet 

ride into the land of Ali Baba.   
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AN EYE ON IRIS  
Get ready for a grand year in your 

iris society.  

Along with your favorite activities, 

the Board unanimously and enthu-

siastically decided on a new event 

for this year: a late -season iris 

show.  This is in addition to the 

regular mid -season iris show.  

Members will be able to show off 

their later blooming Japanese, Si-

berians and Louisiana irises, and 

enjoy those of others.  

The continued growth of DVIS 

makes our society and its member-

ship ever more interesting.  We  

are all learning new things about 

irises at each event we attend.  

Our members latest activities are 

outstanding.  For instance, Daphne 

Sawyer wrote an article in the 

Fleur de Lis, a publication of The 

Society for Louisiana Irises.  It is 

about her venture to establish a 

community garden of Louisiana 

irises in Downingtown. And, our 

President -emeritus Ron Thoman 

now has an extraordinary teaching 

video on the DVIS website 

www.dvis-ais.org.   Take a look.  

With last yearõs fall meeting at 

Delaware Valley College being so 

successful, we have already 

started plans for another fall 

meeting there this year.  

I do hope you are all getting as 

excited as I am in anticipating the 

coming bloom season!  And did you 

know we have a hosting program 

for newly introduced irises?   They 

are bought at $50 a rhizome from 

leading hybridizers.  You too can  

grow these beauties in your own-

garden, and at a fraction of the  

cost.   Our spring meeting will be a 

time to learn more about this spe-

cial program, a membership bonus 

for belonging to DVIS.  

We now have an  internationally 

acclaimed website.  Yes, we get 

hits from all around the world on a 

daily basis, and  with flattering 

feedback too.  Be sure to check 

our website for the yearõs activi-

ties and all it has to offer.   

Enjoy the bonuses your society 

offers: fellow irisarians, rhizomes, 

shows, knowledge, sales and a lot 

of enjoyment.  And donõt hesitate 

to contact any Board member with  

ideas you may have for the group.  

Miss seeing you all.  Itõs too long 

since weõve been together.  And do 

mark your calendars now for our 

upcoming year. 

See you at the spring meeting on 

March 28.  Please donõt delay in 

sending in your reservations.  We 

have a wonderful program.  

 

Love those irises,  

Carol Ann  
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Spring Meeting 3-28-10 

Mid-Season Iris Show 5-22-10 

Open Garden Day at Hil-

denbrandtôs with In-

Garden Judgesô Training 

5-29-10 

Late-Season Iris Show 6-20-10 

Dig Day at DVC Garden 7-10-10 

Iris Sale, TB Auction & 

Club Iris Pickup 

7-17-10 

Potluck & Beardless Iris 

Auction 

9-18-10 

Fall Meeting 11-7-10 

DVIS Dates for 2010 
Please Mark Your Calendars 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Additional dates for  judgesô train-

ing will be announced later. 

By George (with Carol) Boyce 

Moving, moving, moving.  Keep 

those plants a moving ... Rawhide!  

It is December 17, 2009, and the 

Rawhide is mine.  I have just fin-

ished planting the last of 50 daffo-

dils, hacking through the semi-

frozen soil with a mat-axe.  I have 

faced the fact that about 12 plants, 

mainly hostas, will have to sit out 

the winter on the sunny south side 

of our garage in their pots or black 

plastic garbage bags.   

The two-year move of Glenara 

Gardens to Pennsylvania is finally 

over.  This is the seventh time we 

moved the gardens and they grew 

larger each time.  We moved twice 

in Maine, then to Ver-

mont, two moves in 

New York and then here 

to Palmerton, Pennsyl-

vania.  This is the last 

move é and possibly 

the best gardens yet.  

Fortunately I had a 

clean pallet with which 

to work.   

The north side, between the front 

of the house and the lane that runs 

along our north border, features 

our new rose gardens and some 

wonderful evergreen trees.  The 

roses are both older and newer 

varieties, with some special Eng-

lish roses by the famed David Aus-

tin.  To the west of the house and 

lining the driveway and lane are 

mature pink-blooming crab apple 

trees, perfect for our hostas and 

shade-garden plants.   Some irises 

and daylilies are on the front south

-facing  side, and lilacs are on the 

west border.   

On the south side, a high wooded 

hillside descends to the pond,  pro-

viding a wonderfully reflective 

backdrop.  In the west end of the 

pond, we planted a bog garden 

with various water-loving beard-

less irises and grasses.  Waterlilies 

are directly behind the deeper 

house portion of the pond.  The 

pond contains large red carp, 

largemouth bass and too many 

sunfish, which my  fishing skills 

are trying to remove.  Our prized 

collection of 24-inch Japanese koi 

love the pond.  At the wider east 

end of the pond is a long dam, 

which I planted with Siberian 

irises, peonies, coneflowers, day-

lilies, lilacs é  and a bald cypress, 

reminiscent  of my professional 

water skiing days at Cypress Gar-

dens, Florida.  

The east side of the property 

above the pond was once a cow 

pasture.  This is where we have 

laid out display beds and a perime-

ter lilac walk for our 50-

plus varieties. The beds 

are wide apart so that an 

auto or pickup can drive 

in for servicing the beds 

or for viewing by handi-

capped individuals.  The 

entrance off of the Gle-

nara Lane is 14-feet 

wide, with beds on both 

sides.  Our Schreiner's and Dykes 

Medal iris beds are here.  It ends at 

a pond overlook after passing 

through a circular arrangement of 

beds that is bisected by a 10-foot 

wide boulevard with  beds on both 

sides.    

A large Amish shed is near the 

north side by the lane and a 

smaller one is at the south side of 

the boulevard with a raised veggie 

garden and growing area for both 

potted and in-ground irises and 

daylilies for sale. This will be en-

closed next year with a fruit-tree 

espalier' fence and deer fencing.  

The display beds are filled with 

bearded, Siberian, Japanese and 

Louisiana irises and mixed with 

everything from roses to low 

shrubs, daylilies, peonies, cone-

flowers and dwarf evergreens.  

This may not be the most efficient 

Glenara Gardens Moves to Pennsylvania  

 

Save A Tree 
If you do not now receive the 

eNewsletter as an email attachment, 
but you would like to, please send 

your email address to Ron Thoman. 
Ron@dvis-ais.org 

  

Continued on p. 4 

Babylonian Fires 

An Arilbred Iris 
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Welcome New  
Members 

 
 

We give a BIG welcome to you, 

our nineteen  new members enrolled 

in 2009: Lorraine Altrichter, Carole 

Cunningham, Kathy Deitrick, Dick 

Duncan, Louise Haley, Joey Jan-

son, Jose and Eileen Juico, Alan 

Petravich and Koa Kanamee, Ei-

leen McMonague, Ken and Anne 

McNelis, Joseph and Gladys Op-

pelt, Laura Salminen, David Sem-

brot, Karin Wulkowicz, and Cara 

Young.   

We are very pleased that you are 

part of DVIS.  New members are a 

very important part of our organi-

zation.  Your enthusiasm, vitality 

and curiosity stimulates all of us.  

We invite you to participate fully in 

all DVIS activities. 

DVIS members are a congenial, 

fun-loving group, and  our meetings 

and activities are new-member 

friendly. 

Etymology of óIrisô 
By Chris Huston  

If youôve ever experienced a field of 
irises in bloom, itôs easy to see why 
the name for this colorful family of 
flowers has evolved from the word 
for rainbow. 

In Greek mythology, iris is the god-
dess of the rainbow and messenger 
of the gods.  In Latin and Greek, iris 
means rainbow. 

In middle English, iris (or yris) 
means rainbow, and also a kind of 
prismatic crystal. 

In modern English, in addition to 

meaning plants of the genus iris, iris 

means rainbow or a rainbow-like 

display of colors. 

use of land space, but it gives us a 

pleasing year-round display and shows 

how the plants can look in a customer's 

home setting.   

I started laying out the beds in late 

July 2008 by measuring and marking 

them with surveying flags and then 

spraying with Round-Up to kill as 

many weeds and grasses as possible.  

Then came multiple rounds of tilling 

and rock removal.  It became the mys-

tery of the town as to what all those 

little orange flags meant.  First to go in 

was the property perimeter lilac walk 

along the lane and east border ð two 

rows alternately spaced at 10-feet apart 

in all directions.  I had to transport 

them in my Suburban with as much 

root system as feasible, two or three at 

a time, from our Binghamton, New 

York home.   Some of these lilacs were 

8-feet tall ð it was a killer!   

Carol came up with an idea that was 

great.  We went around the lilacs with 

bungee cords bringing their branches 

in as tight as possible making them 

easier to dig, handle and get into the 

truck.  I finished the last  of the lilac 

moves this October 2009.  There are 

still three that I would like to get in 

Binghamton, but we will see next year.   

The daylilies and irises were fairly 

easy ð dig them, make certain to have 

the correct name tags on the clumps, 

place them in plastic garbage bags and 

load them into the Suburban.  The 

roses, however, were a thorny move 

with many bloody hands.   

The funniest part of the move was 

capturing the koi from the Binghamton 

pond.  We purchased a large saltwater-

fishing net and two large coolers with 

wheels. We rented a "trash pump" and 

drew down the pond level as low as it 

would go.  I waded in, net in hand.  

Several wet hours later, the koi were in 

the truck.  My neighbor helped me 

drag the coolers down the hillside and 

free them into their new pond.  The 

koi, initially were spooked in their new 

Pennsylvania  home.  Several weeks 

passed before they came near me while 

I worked at the water's edge. 

Some of the plants have been with us 

for many years, all the way from 

Maine and beyond.  One of our very 

special plants is the old-fashioned  

goatôs beard, easily over 5-feet tall at 

full season.  It came from my grand-

mother's  childhood home in Remsen, 

New York, at the southwestern foot of 

the Adirondack Mountains.  

This year should be a great bloom 

season, and we look forward to seeing 

you in our Glenara Gardens. 

Continued from p. 3 

Moving to Pennsylvania . . .  

 Wanted  
Cinematographer 
Wouldnôt it be educa-
tional to video tape our 
meet ing  programs, 
judgesô training sessions 
and garden club talks, 
and then put them on our 
website for all to view? 

Letôs look at a case in 
point.  At the DVIS web-
site www.dvis-ais.org, go 
to the Photo Gallery and 
then to the Speakers 
Bureau.  Here is a video 

of Ron Thoman giving a 
talk, ñExtending the 
Bloom Season with Vari-
ous Types of Irisesò.  
The talk was given to the 
Community Garden Club 
of Wayne in September 
2009.  John Haines, Sr., 
video taped and edited 
this talk as he does other 
events in Wayne. Then 
the videos are  shown on 
the local cable TV chan-
nels  as a public service. 

In turn, James Moyer 
adapted it for our web-
site, a technical achieve-
ment of its own.  Now we 

have the technology for 
posting other videos on 
our website. 

It is interesting to see 
what diverse talent we 
have in a group like 
DVIS.  Specifically we 
need someone to step 
forward  with the skills to 
video tape and edit simi-
lar presentations and the 
willingness to volunteer 
this expertise. 

You would know that you 
are contributing to a wor-
thy educational en-
deavor.  Please contact 
Carol Ann Moyer. 


