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Potluck Dinner 
 and 

Beardless Iris Auction 
(and Tall Bearded Irises too!)   

- All In Pots -  

1:00 pm   Saturday  

September 19, 2009  
at the home of 

Larry and Debbie Westfall 
Directions and map on last page. 

Schedule 

                           Arrive      1:00 pm 

                           Eat           1:30 pm 

                           Clean up  2:30 pm 

                           Auction    3:00 pm 

 

RSVP:  Please Return Reservation Slip 

× A Special Welcoming Event for New Members ×  

Y 
ou are invited to the DVIS Annual Potluck Dinner 
and Beardless Iris Auction.  Please join us in an 

informal setting, and help make this event a suc-

cess with a good turnout.  You are welcome to bring a 

friend or companion.   Please note that the start time is 
moved up an hour and a half compared to last year to al-

low everyone to leave for home that much earlier.  

It is always fun to try the favorite dishes of others ð espe-

cially over iris talk.  DVIS will provide a variety of  

drinks, dinner rolls, plates, glasses, knives, forks, spoons 

and napkins. 

You are asked to return the reservation slip at the bottom 
of this page.  This will allow us to plan for the number of 

attendees and the mix of potluck dishes.   

This occasion also serves as a special welcoming event for 
new members.  We all look forward to meeting our new 

members, and hope that each and every new member can 

attend. 

The auction will take place immediately after the potluck 

dinner.  The emphasis is on the beardless irises.  However, 
because it has proven popular in previous years, selected 

TBs also will be available.  All irises, beardless and 

bearded, will be in pots so that they can be transferred di-

rectly into the soil with a good likelihood of blooming in 

the spring.   

Vince Lewonski and Gary Slagle, our auction co-chairs, 
organize a very special auction.  They always make sure it 

is a fun experience. This is a good opportunity for you to 

pick up irises at bargain prices. 

Gary is acquiring some great irises and potting them for 

the auction.  The Japanese and Louisiana irises are coming 

from Barbara and Terry Aikenôs Salmon Creek Garden .  
They always supply wonderful plants. The Siberian irises 

" - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Reservation Slip 

 
 

The following will attend: ______________________________________________________ New Member?  Yes ___ No ___ 

 

I/we will bring the following dishes):   _____ Entree      _____ Salad      _____Vegetable      _____ Dessert  

  

Please mail slip to Larry and Debbie Westfall (P.O. Box 243, Birchrunville, PA 19421) on or before September 12, 2009. 

are coming from Judy and Bob Hollingworthôs Wind-
wood Garden, and, as many of you know, Bob is a pre-

mier Siberian hybridizer.  Gary will dig a few species and 

species-X irises from his own garden.  And, of coarse, 

there will be tall bearded irises, which you are sure to 

want for your garden. 
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eNewsletter 
Most members now receive 

the  eNewsletter as an email 

attachment. 

If you received your copy in 

the mail, that means we do 

not have your email address. 

Please send me your email 

address so that you can re-

ceive the next issue as an 

email attachment. 

 Of course, you may con-

tinue to elect to receive it by 

U.S. mail. 

 

Ron@dvis-ais.org 

Program Chair: Vince Lewonski  Sale Co-chairs: Charles  Conklin and Scott Laughlin  Show Chair: Vince Lewonski   
Newsletter Editor: Ron Thoman   Assistant to Editor: Chris Huston  Publicity Chair: Charles Conklin   

Hospitality and Membership Recruitment Chair: Nancy Thoman   New Member Welcoming Chair: Ron Thoman 
   Auctions Co-chairs: Vince Lewonski and Gary Slagle  Open Garden Chair: Jen Cunningham  

Member-At -Large: Joan Wood   First-Year Introductions Chair: Gary Slagle    
Potluck Co-hosts: Larry and Debbie Westfall  Meeting Arrangements Chair: Ron Thoman   

The word ñmultitudesò is a descriptive 
word.  Not only did the gardening 
public come in multitudes, but we had 
multitudes of irises to greet them. 

Sale Day at Jenkins Arboretum on 
July 18, 2009, was a fantastic experi-
ence for all.  The weather was ideal: 
clear, low humidity and moderate 
temperatures.  And we are most ap-
preciative of the fine support provided 
us by the Jenkins Arboretum staff. 

The monetary success, while impor-
tant, is only part of the picture.  
Spreading the joy of irises is a re-
warding experience in itself.  There 
were 130 sign-ins, 133 coupons 
turned in, and 12 new members who 
joined. 

We are extremely grateful to all those 
who donated irises and worked so 
hard before and during the sale to 
make this a successful event. 

Following the sale, we had a picnic 
lunch on the lovely deck of the new 
educational building.  Afterwards,  the 
members-only tall bearded auction 
was held at the same location.  

Auction co-chairs, Gary Slagle and 

Vince Lewonski, did a great job in 
making this a extraordinary event.  
Gary bought the auction irises from 
Keith Keppel, who supplied a gener-
ous selection of his 2009 and 2008 
introductions.  This resulted in spirited 
bidding ð a fun experience. 

Also during the day, Gary  delivered 
the orders for irises from the Hosting 
Program.  Those that participated got 
terrific buys, but participation was 
light.  This was the only disappoint-
ment of the day. It would be a shame 
to abandon this program.  If anyone 
has suggestions on how to increase 
participation, please give them to 
Gary. 

All in all, it was an exceptional day. 

New Date for Fall Luncheon and Meeting: 10-25-09 

In Memoriam  

Bud Maltman  

Past President  

Bud died June 30, 2009, sur-

rounded by his loving family. 

Sale Day:  
They Came  
in Multitudes  

Dykes Medal 

Winner 
Tall-bearded iris óGolden 

Pantherô (Tasco 2000) is the 

Dykes Medal winner for 

2009.  The popular iris lights 

up the garden with its golden 

bronze color. 
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By Ron Thoman 

When one approaches an Indiana farm house, one 

does it a very particular  way.  I know.  Iôm a Hoosier. 

At some distance from the isolated farm home, the 
visitor calls out ñYou-whoò in a loud voice.  After the 
far away reply ñWho sierò, the guest identifies him-

self.  ...And thatôs why we are called Hoosiers. 

Likewise there is a special way to approach an iris 
clump, to fully  appreciate and evaluate the iris vari-

ety. 

At some distance, stop and look at the clump as a 

whole.  Here is a sam-
pling of questions you 
can ask yourself:  Is the 
foliage healthy and green?  Are there sufficient 

stalks and flowers?  Are the flowers well spaced? 

Now, move close enough to see the stalk.  Is it well 

branched?  Is there a good bud count? 

Finally, move forward to view the flower itself close 
up.  Is the flower well proportioned?  Does it have 

garden appeal?  Is it distinctive? 

Sometime ask me to demonstrate my ñYou-whoò.   

Iris Appreciation Series  

Approaching the Iris Clump  

Here are a few suggestions 

for extending the bloom 
season: 

Â The catalogues list 
early (E) and late (L) 
varieties.  Try some of 
these. 

Â Every garden has micro 
climates.  Use this to 
your advantage.  The 
spot next to the south 
facing foundation of 
your home will see 
bloom before the bed 
in the middle of the 
yard. 

Â Try many different 
types of irises.  You can 
have over two months 
of bloom from iris re-
ticulata to the Japanese 
irises. 

Â Grow reblooming irises 
for bloom right up to 
frost. 

Extending the 
Bloom Season 

I plant my irises neat in rows. 
The irises I believe to be the best. 

But to my regret come the wicked crows. 
I know they will give me no rest. 

 
With loving care the irises I put in. 
But crafty creatures pull them out. 
To you and me for sure this is a sin. 

Guilty are those crows beyond any doubt. 
 

Ron Thoman   

Crows 

Many Member 

Benefits 
Á AIS Bulletins 

Á Potlucks 

Á Bearded Iris Auctions 

Á Expert Speakers 

Á Dig Days 

Á Shows 

Á Beardless Iris Auctions 

Á Meetings & Luncheons 

Á Information 

Á Open Gardens  

Á Hosting Program 

Á Judgesô Training  

Á Newsletters  

Á Websites 

Á Outreach  

Á Friendly Members 

Á  Door Prizes  

Á Gifting 

Please ask a friend to join the Dela-

ware Valley Iris Society.  Enrollment 
forms are on our website www,dvis-

ais.org. 

DVIS is proud to be known as a new-

member friendly club. 

Articles Wanted  
For  

Future eNewsletters  
 

Submit to Editor  
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Directions to Potluck 
Larry and Debbie Westfall 

1665 Hollow Rd. 

Birchrunville, PA 19421-0243 

 (610) 827-1123   

lwestbirch@verizon.net 

1.Follow Pottstown Pike (PA-100) to 

Pughtown Rd. 

This is about 7 to 8 miles north of the PA 

Turnpike Exit 312 (old Exit 23 or the 

Downingtown Exit).  At Pughtown Rd. 

there is an Agway near the southeast cor-

ner. 

Southbound after crossing Rt. 23 go an-

other 1/2 mi.  Northbound pass Prizer/

Littleôs John Deer on the left and go 

around a hard-right curve.  

2.Turn east onto Pughtown Pike, left if 

southbound, right if northbound. 

3. Go 2.7 miles on Pughtown Rd. to Hol-

low Rd. (four-way stop signs). 

4.Turn right onto Hollow Rd. and go 0.8 

miles to Westfallôs home. 

ðððð 

Note: For some GPS navigational devices 

and internet map sites, you may need to 

use an alternative zip code or city: 19425 

or Chester Springs. 

   

 

POTLUCK TO BE HELD FOR FIRST 

TIME AT THE WESTFALLs  

Larry and Debbie 
Westfall have a beauti-
ful garden and stately 
trees, with their property 
backing up to a bab-
bling brook.   
 
As seen in the photo, 
Larry grows a large col-
lection of Japanese 
irises ð his specialty ð 

along with many other 
types of irises and flow-
ering plants. 
 
The part  of their home 
that is a log cabin gives 
it a warm and rustic 
feel.  You will want to 
see and enjoy the fruits 
of Larry and Debbieôs 
labor. 

 


