
President: Ron Thoman, 1010 Wiggins Way, West Chester, PA 19380-3312  (610) 719-6081 ronancyt@comcast.net  

Vice President: Vince Lewonski, 509 South Bishop Ave., Secane, PA 19018-2903  (856) 829-1880 (day) dragonboatv@hotmail.com   

Secretary: Charlotte Shoemaker, 115 Red Rose Lane, Honey Brook, PA 19344-9426  (610) 273-2027  

Treasurer and Immediate Past President: Charles Conklin, 91 Duncan Lane, Springfield, PA 19064-1601  (610) 544-3984 cwconklin@att.net 

Delaware Valley Iris Society 
An Affiliate of The American Iris Society  

Newsletter  
August  2008  

www.dvis -ais.org  

 

 

" - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Reservation Slip 
 

The following persons will attend: ______________________________________________________ 

 

I/we will bring the following dish(es):   ___ Entree     ___ Salad     ___ Vegetable     ___ Dessert  

  

Please mail slip to Ron and Nancy Thoman (1010 Wiggins Way, West Chester, PA 19380) on or before September 13. 

Potluck Dinner  
 and 

Beardless Iris Auction 
(and Tall Bearded Irises too!)   

- All In Pots -  

2:30 pm   Saturday  

September 20, 2008  
at the home of 

Ron and Nancy Thoman  
Directions and map on last page. 

Schedule 

                           Arrive      2:30 pm 

                           Eat           3:00 pm 

                           Clean up  4:00 pm 

                           Auction    4:30 pm 

 

RSVP:  Please Return Reservation Slip 

× A Special Welcoming Event for New Members ×  

Y ou are invited to the DVIS Annual Potluck Dinner 

and Beardless Iris Auction.  Please join us in an in-

formal setting, and help make this event a success 

with a good turnout.  You are welcome to bring a friend or 

companion.   

It is always fun to try the favorite dishes of others ð espe-

cially over iris talk.  DVIS will provide a variety of  

drinks, dinner rolls, plates, glasses, knives, forks, spoons 

and napkins. 

You are asked to return the reservation slip at the bottom 

of this page.  This will allow us to plan for the number of 

attendees and the mix of potluck dishes.   

The Potluck Dinner also serves as a special welcoming 

event for new members.  We all look forward to meeting 

our new members, and hope that each and every new 

member can attend. 

The Auction will take place immediately after the Potluck 

Dinner.  The emphasis is on the beardless irises.  How-

ever, because it has proven popular in previous years, se-

lected TBs also will be available.  All irises, beardless and 

bearded, will be in pots so that they can be transferred di-

rectly into the soil with a good likelihood of blooming in 

the spring.   

Vince Lewonski and Gary Slagle, our Beardless Iris Auc-

tion co-chairs, have organized a very special Auction.  

Auctioneer Vince always makes sure auctions are fun. 

And this is a good opportunity for you to pick up irises at 

bargain prices.  Here are some of the great  varieties ac-

quired and potted by Gary for the Auction:  

Siberians  

óMr. Peacockô, óKiss The Girlô, óDance And Singô, 

óJust Cruisingô, óYankee Ingenuityô, óHere Be Drag-

onsô, óSo Van Goughô. óBerries And Creamô and óJune 

To Rememberô . 

 Japanese 

óRoyal Gameô, óFirst Actô, óImperial Presenceô, 

óStranger In Paradiseô, óBanners On Paradeô, óCrystal 

Haloô, óCenter Of Attentionô, óCristinaôs Gownô, óWind 

Gliderô, óDinoô, óUpson Downsô, óSkyrocket Burstô, 

óKimono Silkô, óTropical Stormô, óRaspberry Candyô, 

óKalamazooô, óFrosted Plumô and óCrepe Paperô. 

See Auction on p. 4 



A Visit to Joe Pye 

Weedôs Garden  
By Daphne Sawyer 

By profession, I am a mercenary, a pro-

ject manager who goes wherever there is a 

paying project.  One would think that there 

would be project work in the Delaware 

Valley, but for some reason my employ-

ment has always sent me to exotic loca-

tions, such as Ames, Iowa.  Or there was 

the project assignment in Seattle, Wash-

ington, which forced me to pack up my 

canine companion and move to this west-

ern outpost from May to July, which , co-

incidently, included our bloom season.   

The upshot of this lifestyle is that I spend 

more time in other peopleôs gardens than 

in my own.  I see gardens I may not other-

wise have seen, to learn and shamelessly 

steal from the experience of others for 

those fleeting moments in my own garden. 

My love of iris began in my fatherôs gar-

den, and was renewed in  Presby Memorial 

Iris Garden in New Jersey many years 

later.  When posted in Seattle, I traveled 

down to Salem, Oregon, to Schreinerôs and 

Cooleyôs gardens, the Mecca and Medina 

for the tall bearded iris grower.  Over time, 

however,  I  developed a passion for the 

beardless irises: Siberians, species, Japa-

nese, specie crosses, spurias, pseudatas 

and, recently, Louisiana irises.  These 

irises are, in my opinion, more garden 

friendly, offering attractive foliage after 

bloom into the early autumn.  And one can 

extend the iris bloom season into July.   

Of the beardless varieties, Siberian irises 

have a very special place in my garden.  I 

have collected many varieties, old and 

new.  What I love about the Siberians, in 

addition to their elegant form and bloom, 

is that they are low maintenance plants: no 

borer or rot , no frequent dividing, and no 

heavy feeding requiring periodic soil re-

plenishment.  Early Siberian varieties will 

bloom along with the tall bearded, whereas 

later varieties will continue to bloom a few 

weeks afterwards into mid-June.   

When touring gardens during the Port-

land convention in 2005, I had the good 

fortune of sitting on the bus next to an in-

credibly knowledgeable horticulturalist, 

who had arrived in Oregon a week prior to 

the convention to go wild flower hunting.  

This gentleman introduced himself as     

Dr. Tomas Tamberg.  I later discovered 

that he is  a well known  German Siberian 

iris hybridizer.  Dr. Tamberg explained 

that he focused on Siberians because Ger-

mans typically have very little garden 

space and need to optimize what space and 

soil they have.  He preferred the Siberians 

with their compact form and soil conserva-

tion habits.  I now grow several of Dr. 

Tambergôs Siberians and Siberian crosses.  

 Siberians traditionally were purple, then 

blues of various hues and gradations were 

hybridized, followed by lavenders, pinks, 

whites and, finally, yellows.  In some 

cases, the flower form is frilled, like a 

modern tall bearded, or bi-tone in color, or 

multi-petalled.  There are tall Siberians 

like óShips are Sailingô (Schafer-Sacks ô98, 

35ò) or óHigh Standardsô (Bob 

Hollingsworth ô86, 44ò) and dwarfs like 

óBaby Sisterô (McEwen ô86, 18ò) and me-

dium-size ones like óReel Cuteô (Schafer-

Sacks ô07, 27ò).   

Over the years of growing iris, visiting 

gardens and touring iris convention gar-

dens, I began to notice that I was drawn to 

the Siberians produced by the hybridizing 

team of Schafer-Sacks.  Marty Schafer and 

Jan Sacks , along with a hand full of other 
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Sale Day: Fun 
For All  

Despite a  new location and 
the very hot and humid 
weather, the Sale was quite 
successful.  There were 63 
non-member sign-ins.  And we 
enrolled an even dozen new 
members.  We hope all new 
members can join us at the 
Potluck.  63 coupons for a free 
iris were collected from both 

members and non-members, 
confirming that this is a very 
popular promotion.  

 A BIG thank you to all those 
who brought irises, worked at 
the Sale or patronized the 
event.  Special appreciation 

goes to co-chairs Charles 
Conklin and Scott Laughlin.  A 
successful Sale was only possi-
ble because of all of YOU. 

Dig Day at Gary's the week 
before the Sale ensured that 
we had sufficient irises.  

Thanks go to Gary Slagle who 
generously shared his irises 
with DVIS.  And very special 
thanks go to all the Dig Day 
workers. 

This was the second year for 
the sale of irises from the 

Hosting Program for First-Year 
Introductions chaired by Gary 
Slagle.  More members  par-
ticipated this year, and they 
were happy to pick up newer 
irises at low prices.  Thanks go 
to those who grew these irises 

with tender loving care over 
the last three years. 

Vince Lewonski did his usual 
fine job as auctioneer for the 
Tall Bearded Iris Auction. Gary 
Slagle purchased the auction 
irises from Mid-America Gar-

den.  And there was a very 
generous selection of newer 
irises.  We have never had a 
larger and happier group of 
spirited bidders.  Plaudits  to 
Gary, Vince and our bidders. 

Continued on next page 



p. 3  August 2008 

men and women,  are at the forefront of 

US hybridization efforts in the Siberians. 

Schafer-Sacks Siberians are stepping out 

in form and  color, moving into browns, 

buffs, reds and color breaking combina-

tions, that are exciting for Siberian lovers 

like me.  I began to order directly from 

Schafer-Sacksô  Joe Pye Weedôs Garden.  I 

was excited to find that they also offer Dr. 

Tambergôs Siberians, including his new 

introductions, as well as numerous 

christata varieties and other hard to find 

woodland species , which are great for 

naturalizing partially shaded beds. 

  Last year I found myself assigned to a 

project in Woonsocket, RI.  To this day, 

Iôm not sure what I did wrong to deserve 

the Woonsocket assignment, but it was 

bloom season, and I set about to find a 

garden nearby to visit and to be inspired.  

Fortunately, Rhode Island is near almost 

everything in New England.  It struck me 

that I was an easy drive from  Joe Pye 

Weedôs Garden in Carlisle, MA.  I emailed 

to ask the time of their peak bloom  

(generally they are about 2 to 3 weeks be-

hind us).  With pad of paper, pen and cam-

era in hand, I went after work to find this 

crown jewel. 

  After triple checking the address, it 

seemed I had arrived.   And a quiet stroll 

through their beautiful private garden full 

of all sorts of perennials, irises, native rock 

and outstanding specimens convinced me I 

was at the right place.  After about a half 

hour of wandering through the meandering 

paths of their garden, I found the Shafer-

Sacks  team in a field of Siberian seedlings 

and rows of commercial stock.  The seed-

lings were numbered and identified further 

with a series of colored flags, which 

helped them track seedling development 

from year to year.  They were busily not-

ing, describing and photographing the 

seedlings in an effort to determine what 

they will keep for future tracking and in-

troduction and what will be thrown out.   

The seedling beds were a riot of color, 

many color breaks with rich colors new to 

the Siberian spectrum.  But having at-

tended DVIS judgesô training, I knew that 

there is more to a Siberian than a pretty 

blossom.  The flowers must float over the 

foliage and not be buried within the clump. 

And Schafer-Sacks are very particular that 

the plant itself demonstrates outstanding 

form and vigor over several years before 

being considered for introduction.   

There  are commercial considerations as 

well.  One stunningly beautiful creamy 

white, multi-petalled seedling, that resem-

bled a peony in size and form, was not 

under consideration for introduction as 

ñwhites are hard to sellò.   Whatôs wrong 

with people?!  Jan did mention that every-

one who visited the garden commented on 

the seedling. 

As they worked, I inched my way along 

the rows, snapping photos of  seedlings 

and named discoveries that struck me for 

one reason or another.  One tremendously 

UGLY seedling, a grey muddy mess of 

bloom, was marked as ñuse for breeding, 

then throw outò.  Periodically I would gasp 

or sigh when I found something especially 

lovely, which was about every 30 seconds. 

  Finally, out of politeness, Jan asked me 

if I grew Siberians.  Simple question, 

right?  Well, anyone whoôs known me well 

knows that I kill more irises than I grow, 

but I keep trying nonetheless.  So I an-

swered honestly, that mostly I killed irises 

but was hoping to turn that trend around.  

This led to a discussion on soil conditions 

and topics that are, in general, far over my 

head.  By that time it was dark and I could 

no longer take pictures, so we agreed that I 

would return in a week to visit the garden 

again and see an entirely different wave of 

seedlings in bloom.  And so I did.  

That fall, I ordered one of everythingð

well, not quite, but close.  And this spring, 

I ordered one of everything I didnôt order 

last fall. This fall, Jan is replacing those 

Siberians Iôve killed in the meantime.  As 

always, Jan and Marty continue to offer 

unusual specie irises.  This yearôs introduc-

tions included several pardancandas (I. x 

norrisii) from Darrell Probst.  These are 

cousins to the blackberry iris, and it flow-

ers in August on branches of up to 200 

blooms, very much like an orchid spray.  

On year zero, Iôve killed none and got 

bloom on all.  Sold?  Guess what Iôm or-

dering more of next spring. 

So be on the lookout for Schafer-Sacks 

Siberians and Siberians in general.  Bob 

Hollingsworthôs introductions this spring 

have some amazing colors, including am-

ber and  russets.  He and the team of 

Schafer-Sacks are really breaking the color 

barrier for Siberians.  Dr. Tambergôs work 

is less flashy but his plants are strong 

growers with winning displays.  

You can take a virtual  tour of the 

Schafer-Sacks garden on the DVIS website 

www.dvis-ais.org, where I have posted my 

photos. 

 Also check out the  Joe Pye Weedôs 

Garden website www.jpwflowers.com for 

their catalog and a preview of coming at-

tractions.  Or better yet, go see Joe Pye 

Weedôs Garden for yourself.   

As for me, my current project is in Pitts-

burgh, PA.  And believe it or not, I have 

not found any iris gardens there!  So help 

me out if you know of any as this project is 

taking a looooong time.  I will be there, no 

doubt, next bloom season.  I do look for-

ward to seeing Harold Griffieôs garden just 

north of Gettysburg several times on my 

way home to Downingtown. 

 

Volunteers Needed  
Starting in 2009  

 -Potluck Host-  

 -Meeting Arrangements Chair-  

Contact Ron Thoman for more in-

formation or to offer your help. 

ronancyt@comcast.net   

(610) 719-6081 

Keppel coming East  
Keith Keppel, award-winning hybrid-
izer from Oregon, will be the guest 
speaker at the AIS Region 3 meeting 
on Saturday, October 4, 2008.   The 
meeting will be held at the Lancaster 
Host Inn, located on US 30 just east 
of Lancaster, PA.  There will be a 
morning presentation for everyone 
and an afternoon judgesô training ses-
sion for those interested.  Price will be 
about $24, which includes a continen-
tal breakfast and lunch.  There will be 

an auction and/or raffle to help defray 
some of the expenses.  More details 
will be forthcoming in the AIS Regoin 
3 Newsletter.  Non-AIS members or 
those not in Region 3 who are inter-
ested in attending should contact Har-
old Griffie, Region 3 RVP: hgrif-
fie18@yahoo.com or (717) 677-7818. 

Editorôs Note:  I attended Keithôs pres-
entation at the AIS Convention. He 
showed representative seedlings from 
his breeding programs.  They were 
fantastic!  I understand that he will 
expand on that presentation. 



  Species X 

óAlly Oopsô 

Tall Bearded 

óBaja Boysô, óInk Patternsô, óDisguiseô, óMythologyô, 

óOh So Yummyô, óGuatemalaô, óCameo Appearanceô, 

óFortunate Sonô, óChelsea Bleuô, óModern Womanô, 

óChinook Windsô, óBlackberry Teaseô, óFlorentine Silkô, 

óPadded Shouldersô, óEvening Dramaô, óLooking Beau-

Directions to Potluck 

Ron and Nancy Thoman 

1010 Wiggins Way     

  West Chester, PA 19380     
 (610) 719-6081     

ronancyt@comcast.net 
 

From U.S. 202 

        1.  Exit at Boot Road.  Coming 

from the south, the Boot Road Exit is 

after the PA 100 Exit; coming from the 

north, it is after the U.S. 30 Exit. 

        2.  Go east on Boot Road.  Right if 

coming from the south; left if coming 

from the north. 

        3.   At the next intersection, turn 

right onto Greenhill Road.  There is a 

traffic light at this intersection, and a 

fire station is on the left. 

        4.   At the third traffic light, turn 

left onto Phoenixville Pike. 

        5.   At the next street, turn right 

onto Greenhill Road.  This is only a 

short jog and you are back on Green-

hill Road. 

        6.   At the third street, turn right 

onto Ashbridge Road.  At this intersec-

tion, there is a small white chapel  with 

a green roof: Grace Bible Church. 

        7.   At the next street, turn right 

onto Derby Drive. 

        8.   At the next street, turn left 

onto Wiggins Way.  The development 

is The Pines.  Sign is on right after the 

turn. 

 9.   The Thomanôs home is on the 

left in the middle of the second block.  

The house is immediately after the fire 

plug. 

 

From PA 100   

       1.   Take PA 100 South from Ex-

ton and turn off at the Pottstown Pike 

Exit towards West Chester.  This is 

shortly after crossing under U.S. 30. 

       2.   After about 1 ½  miles, turn 

left onto Greenhill Road.  At this in-

tersection there is a traffic light and 

a Wawa gas station.                     

       3.   Follow Greenhill Road for 

almost exactly 1 mile, and turn left 

onto Ashbridge Road.  At this inter-

section there is a small  white chapel 

with a green roof: Grace Bible 

Church.   

Continue with Step 7 above. 
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Auction from p. 1 
tifulô, óBridal Icingô, óSome Like It Hotô, óDonôt 

Touchô, óMorning Sunriseô, óFull Figuredô, óIn Living 

Colorô and óAristocracyô.  

Not included above is a Surprise Package of tall bearded 

irises, which Gary ordered from Bay View Gardens.  Eve-

ryone loves a surprise ð especially from Joe Ghio.  Some 

Louisiana irises will be available as well.   

With these selections, a great time will be had by all! 


